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department are unanimous in
their optimism and say that they
are confident that their students
will once again be successfulin
finding employment after
graduation. Professor Sydney
runel University has

said that “building graduates are
highly employable and canlook

rward to rewarding careers —
inevery sense”. The professors
agree that there is no real reason
why these graduates shouldjoin
the three million unemployed. It
is, however, apparent that there
isnolonger the wide and exciting
variety of jobs to choose from as
used to be the case.

[any students will no longer
be involved with large contracts
and will have to settle for
renovation and repair work, or
may be forced to cast their nets
further and gain employment
‘within Government
departments, local. aulhonlles‘
insurance compani
materials pmducers Thls lack of
choice, whichis due to the slump
in workloads within the industry,
has affected the sandwich
student quite heavily. Many have
had to look long and hard for
industrial training places.
Lanchester Polytechnic lwo
students were unable to obtain
industrial trainingat the
appropriate stage and were
forced totake it at the end of
their degree course.

DEGREE

OF SUCCESS

Despite the recession which besets the building
industry, it appears that building degree
students have an almost guaranteed
future after they graduate.
Grace Pieniazek
reports.

The attitude of a dozen major

contractors interviewedis one of
“investinginabrighter future”.
When questioned, most major
contractors were able to say that
the number ofgmduale recruits
has remained stable,
some, like the group l.ra ing
Manager for Mowlem, didagmit
that the policy is a bit hazardous
considering the uncertain
economic future. And there are
those like Tarmac and Bovis
which have not yet come toa
decision but claim not tobe
recruiting due to low workload.

But contractors believe that
thére are firm grounds for hoping
forarecovery now that the
economy appears to have
reached bottom. Most of the
companies are taking the view
that there is always a need for
good managers and that to prune
in that areais a false economy,
sincef there s to be arecovery
there will be an overwhelming
need for them.

Lookingahead, itis possible to
say that the building graduate will
still be very much in demandin
years to come. And many are of
the opinion of Bill Waterworth,
secretary of the Committee of
Building Degree Heads of
Department, that when the

upturn does arrive, the 600 or so
available graduates “willnot
satisfy the demands of anormal
climate”
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