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How you can use the letter:

The letter below on page 2 is designed to be sent from regional directors to their local MP, calling on the MP to use their influence to protect key construction investment in their constituency. It is designed as a template outlining the arguments of the Charter 284 campaign, and is ready to be customised with information about specific local projects. 

1. Fill in MP and company details in first paragraph

2. Select which of the five listed aim(s) are most relevant to the local area. Fill in at the point marked * .

3. Add detail about specific local projects which you think ought to be protected

4. Insert the fact paragraph that matches your aim from the list on page 3. These outline key statistics supporting the need for each aim.

5. Add any additional personal messages.

6. Print, sign and send.

You may also download a Charter 284 logo and a list of supporters from www.building.co.uk/charter284
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Your address here









Second line

Third line

Dear [Name of MP]

I am writing on behalf of [name of company], a construction business employing around [xx] people in the local area. I would like to congratulate you on your recent election to parliament, and wish you every success in your current role.

I would also like to take this opportunity to draw to your attention to the Charter 284 being run by weekly business publication Building magazine. The campaign has attracted the support of hundreds of construction companies and professionals across the UK and I feel it has a strong resonance with issues currently facing this constituency.

Like most of the electorate and the business community, we recognise the need for difficult choices on spending. Charter 284 identifies five key areas where government action would not only help the construction industry to recover from a 20% loss in output during the recession, but, crucially, would have a huge impact on maintaining the long-term competitiveness of UK plc. The campaign name is drawn from an independent report by economists LEK showing that every £1 spent on construction produces £2.84 of GDP. 

The five areas are:

1. Complete the renewal of the school estate

2. Don’t let spending on transport infrastructure fall more than 10% below current levels
3. Reduce the regulatory burden on the housing sector to encourage more development
4. Give householders incentives to green existing homes 
5. Prioritise the development of renewable and nuclear energy through incentives for private sector investment

One which I believe is of particular relevance to the local community is the call to [*insert one or more of the five aims here]. 

[ADD SOME LINES OF DETAIL ABOUT PARTICULAR PROJECTS WHICH YOU THINK SHOULD BE SAFEGUARDED AND WHY.]

[Insert relevant aim-specific fact paragraph from page 3 below]

I would urge you to take up the case for the above on behalf of the local electorate and the business community. If you feel you can be of help, and would like any further information, please do not hesitate to get in touch. In addition, if you would like to learn more about the employment opportunities offered by the industry in the area, I would be more than happy to arrange for you to visit our company.  

Yours sincerely

Aim-specific paragraphs

Complete the renewal of the school estate

More than 2500 secondary schools and thousands of primary schools have not yet had government investment under the Building Schools for the Future and Primary Capital programmes. Many of these schools are unfit for purpose, with cramped learning spaces and crumbling infrastructure. Research by Partnerships for Schools has shown exam results improved by 10% in 2008 in BSF schools, compared with a national average of 2.4%.

Don’t let spending on transport infrastructure fall more than 10% below current levels
According to research by the Construction Products Association, keeping transport infrastructure spending at 90% of the £8bn budgeted for 2009/10 is the minimum to stop the UK’s transport system deteriorating. A recent survey by the CBI found that 70% of senior business figures believe the UK has a poor transport infrastructure, and 85% would take this into account when making investment decisions.
Reduce the regulatory burden on the housing sector to encourage more development
The government could stimulate the building of new housing for very little cost by reducing the costs faced by housebuilders to meet regulations, including the Lifetime Homes standard and the move to zero carbon. Charter 284 believes that the regulations around these aims should be simplified, and urge the government to use the study it has commissioned from Davis Langdon into the cost of meeting these regulations as a basis for reducing the burden on the housing sector.

Give householders incentives to green existing homes 
The recent initiative to help householders pay for improving the energy efficiency of their buildings was a welcome move towards reducing the carbon emissions from housing, which count for about 27% of the UK’s emissions. Charter 284 calls on the government to encourage the policy’s success by linking the cost of improvements to the property rather than the occupant, and considering ways to support private sector financing for the initiative. We also encourage the development of other forms of incentivisation, including the proposed renewable heat incentive.

Prioritise the development of renewable and nuclear energy through incentives for private sector investment

There is a real danger that by 2015-6 the UK will be facing severe power shortages, as the current generation of power stations are due to be switched off in the coming years and those replacing them will not be built fast enough to cope with demand. In addition, the EU’s 2009 Renewable Energy Directive requires the UK to meet 15% of its energy from renewable sources by 2020, compared with 6% at present. To ensure the UK can hit this target, whilst becoming more energy self-sufficient, will take significant investment in nuclear and renewable projects. Whilst the private sector is capable of financing these projects, it is in many cases reluctant to do so as it cannot properly calculate a return on investment. We are therefore calling on the government to establish a framework of private sector incentives to encourage development. 

