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Alongside the traffic-choked Kingston bypass,
an experiment in urban sustainability is about
to get under way. Supermarket giant Tesco is
behind the development of a pioneering mixed-
use project that will provide over 800 new
apartments and a big, new Tesco store on a
four-hectare site at Tolworth. What’s different
about this scheme is that organic waste from
the supermarket will be used to provide heat
and power for the site. Tesco claims it will be
the first mixed-use scheme in London of such a
high sustainable calibre.   

The grocer knew that getting permission to
build a new supermarket close to Tolworth's
existing shops was not going to be easy. The
site, originally occupied by the Ministry for
Agriculture Farming and Fisheries, was allocat-
ed for housing development. Unperturbed by
this, Tesco snapped it up and approached
Kingston’s planners with an aggressive develop-
ment philosophy: "We'll give you all your hous-
ing, and more, if you'll let us build a supermar-
ket on the site." And so the Bridge at Tolworth
concept was born. 

The task of developing a scheme to squeeze
more than 800 apartments and a supermarket
on the site fell to the Building Design
Partnership (BDP). The firm's engineers and
architects had their work cut out: not only did
they have to contend with the Kingston bypass,
but also an existing bowling alley and a railway
line complete with down-at-heel station. 

At the heart of the design team’s solution is
an elevated green park, which forms the roof of
the 6000 m2 supermarket, its car park and the
residents’ car park. Two blocks of affordable
housing and a block of private housing will rise
up from this verdant plateau, too.

South of the park, the architects have placed
three multi-storey blocks of private apartments.
These face south to benefit from views over the
North Downs and exploit the opportunity for
passive solar space heating in winter. A semi-
circle of studio flats around the bowling alley
serves to squeeze in even more housing. The
final part of the scheme will be a new pedestri-
an bridge spanning the busy bypass which, in
addition to giving the scheme its name, will link

the new community to the existing shopping
area and provide a new high-level route to the
railway station (see site map, below).

BDP's sustainability arm has been fundamen-
tal in both initiating and developing the
scheme's green credentials. There was no plan-
ning requirement for the scheme to use renew-
able energy, but that didn’t stop Trevor Butler,
director of sustainability at BDP, who convinced
Tesco to embrace this approach. 

“This was too good an opportunity to miss: 
a supermarket open 24 hours a day, 365 days 
a year, with bags of waste – and a residential
development with a demand for heating and
hot water 24 hours a day, 365 days a year," says
Butler, the brains behind the sustainable con-
cept. A water and energy service company (a
WESCO) – not Tesco – will be responsible for
delivering power, heat and water to the scheme. 

The decision as to whether this, one of the
most exciting urban sustainability schemes, will
finally go ahead lies with Kingston's planners. ■
For a detailed explanation of the scheme's
sustainable features, see overleaf.
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BDP and Tesco have made sure nothing goes to waste in an innovative mixed-use scheme destined for

Kingston. Andy Pearson reveals how the supermarket giant is finding new ways to expand into tricky areas
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❶ South-facing private apartments

❷ Affordable apartments

❸ Elevated park formed from the grass roof 
above the supermarket and car park

❹ Existing bowling alley

❺ Studio flats

❻ Main A3 road

❼ Pedestrian footbridge

❽ Existing railway station and railway line

❾ Key worker accomodation
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Proposed layout of The Bridge at Tolworth


