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Kier stormed to the top of the contractors’
league in June thanks to a cluster of smaller
contract wins that amounted to almost
£300m of work.

Kier, which traditionally performs strongest
on this size of scheme, picked up 33 wins in
total. It emerged with £70m more work than
closest rival HBG, which was in second place
with £230m.

Kier’s success was predominantly in the
public sector, where it secured £190m of
work. HBG also benefited from public
spending: £156m of its work came from 
that sector, including a £125m PPP schools
win in West Dunbartonshire, Scotland.
This contract, which was won with its 
Dutch parent BAM, was the biggest single
contract awarded in the building sector 
in June.

Overall, the public sector provided the
industry with £694m of work during the
month, offsetting a slowdown in commercial
activity (see “Commercial growth stutters”,
right). However, the total work awarded to the
industry fell slightly, to £1.8bn from £1.9bn
the previous month.

One contractor that performed strongly
without too much help from the public sector
was fourth-placed Rok. The company secured
£41m of its £76m of work in the housing
sector, including a £35m win for Merlin
Housing Society in south Gloucester.
Housing wins also propelled Inspace,
Willmott Dixon’s demerged housing arm, into
the top 50 for the month, thanks to six wins
totalling £43m.

When civils work is taken into account,
Balfour Beatty takes first place. The
contractor captured £580m of work, thanks
largely to a £331m contract on the
Pinderfields and Pontefract Hospitals scheme
in Yorkshire.

The win was enough to keep Balfour Beatty
firmly on top of the cumulative league, with
£3.2m of work over the past 12 months.

The second-placed contractor in the
cumulative league, Bovis Lend Lease, retained
its position despite suffering a reversal of
fortune in June. After leading the monthly
table in May, Bovis dropped to 42nd with a
solitary contract win worth £2.9m.

Government work propels
Kier to the top in June 
Business barometer Contractor picks up 33 small jobs while Balfour wins £331m hospital

Number Total 
of projects value (£m)

1 Broadway Malyan 20 1,102
2 Building Design Partnership 37 805
3 Renzo Piano Building Workshop 1 750
4 John McAslan & Partners 6 734
5 Holder Mathias Architects 16 579,
6 Kohn Pedersen Fox 2 575
7 Michael Squire and Partners 5 478
8 Chapman Taylor Partnership 8 468
9 Aedas 64 455
10 Sheppard Robson 21 448
11 Capita Symonds 36 349
12 Hamilton Associates 14 339
13 HLM Architects 16 319
14 CZWG Architects 2 301
15 3D (Architects) Limited 31 266
16 PRP Architects 18 250
17 Scott Brownrigg 10 239
18 Carey Jones Architects 11 230
19 Skidmore Owings & Merrill 1 200
20 RPS Burks Green 22 191

Total 341 9,078

Number Total 
of projects value (£m)

1 British Nuclear Fuels 1 6,500
2 Environment Agency 4 2,000
3 Ministry of Defence 10 1,292
4 Waste Recycling Group 3 900
5 Sellar Property Group 2 751
6 Highways Agency 23 602
7 Heron Property Corporation 1 500
8 Edinburgh council 5 462
9 Olympic Delivery Authority 1 450
10 Portsmouth Housing Association13 354
11 Docklands Light Railway 11 328
12 Rotherham council 6 321
13 FCH Housing and Care 4 320
14 Network Rail 13 309
15 SEEDA 2 302
16 Tees Valley Regeneration 1 300
17 Blackpool council 1 300
18 BG 6 283
19 Land Securities 15 264
20 Stannifer 2 256

Total 124 16,791

Top contractors including civils
monthly work won, 1–30 June 2007

Number of Total
projects value (£m)

1 1 Balfour Beatty 66 580
2 7 Kier 33 299
3 2 Laing O’Rourke 2 284
4 31 Edmund Nuttall 22 238
5 9 HBG Construction 9 230
6 26 Rok 24 76
7 33 Carillion 10 75
8 11 Morgan Sindall 37 73
9 49 Osborne 7 65
10 – Shepherd 3 64
11 17 Galliford Try 24 61
12 45 Fitzpatrick 11 59
13 12 Norwest Holst 3 55
14 5 Bowmer & Kirkland 12 53
15 23 Midas Group 13 45
16 – Inspace 6 43
17 30 Miller 2 40
18 10 Wates 16 39
19 – Tolent 6 39
20 20 ISG 18 38
21 34 Willmott Dixon 6 36
22 22 Styles & Wood 6 34
23 – North Midland 19 32
24 4 Interserve Projects 15 31
25 16 Gleeson Building 4 31
26 13 Skanska 10 28
27 28 Warings 3 25
28 – Crispin & Borst 6 24
29 44 Renew (was Montpellier) 9 19
30 27 FM Conway 10 18

Total 412 2,731

Top contractors excluding civils 
monthly work won, 1–30 June 2007

Top architects
1 July 2006–30 June 2007

Top clients/promoters
1 July 2006–30 June 2007

Number of Total
projects value (£m)

1 5 Kier 33 299
2 6 HBG Construction 9 230
3 12 Balfour Beatty 49 146
4 23 Rok 24 76
5 8 Morgan Sindall 36 72
6 – Shepherd 3 64
7 30 Carillion 6 56
8 9 Norwest Holst 3 55
9 2 Bowmer & Kirkland 12 53
10 43 Osborne 4 47
11 22 Galliford Try 14 45
12 19 Midas Group 13 45
13 – Fitzpatrick 4 44
14 – Inspace 6 43
15 26 Miller 2 40
16 7 Wates 16 39
17 47 Tolent 6 39
18 15 ISG 18 38
19 28 Willmott Dixon 6 36
20 18 Styles & Wood 6 34
21 11 Gleeson Building 4 31
22 – North Midland 15 30
23 3 Interserve Projects 12 29
24 13 Crispin & Borst 6 24
25 24 Warings 2 23
26 40 Renew (was Montpellier) 9 19
27 10 Pearce 4 16
28 – Leadbitter 4 15
29 34 Buckingham Group 3 13
30 44 Edmund Nuttall 3 12

Total 332 1,709
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Number Total 
of projects value (£m)

1 Davis Langdon 84 4,776
2 EC Harris 56 3,753
3 Franklin and Andrews 133 2,352
4 Gardiner & Theobald 63 1,042
5 Gleeds 55 748
6 Cyril Sweett 60 641
7 Turner & Townsend 38 527
8 Faithful & Gould 79 452
9 DBK Group 61 445
10 WT Partnership 63 425
11 Welling Partnership 8 342
12 AYH 28 330
13 Burnley Wilson & Fish 12 307
14 Northcroft 58 280
15 Tweeds (WYG) 64 264
16 Doig & Smith 13 223
17 Laing O’Rourke 1 200
18 Jackson Coles 36 199
19 Thomas & Adamson 2 197
20 Nisbet 38 153

Total 952 17,657

Number of Total
projects value(£m)

1 1 Balfour Beatty 759 3,211
2 2 Bovis Lend Lease 32 2,262
3 3 Laing O’Rourke 79 1,991
4 4 Kier 464 1,872
5 6 HBG Construction 106 1,637
6 5 Morgan Sindall 434 1,571
7 7 Carillion 186 1,392
8 11 Rok 367 920
9 9 Wates 207 919
10 10 Skanska 149 899
11 12 Galliford Try 145 877
12 13 Bowmer & Kirkland 110 748
13 18 Edmund Nuttall 107 709
14 8 Taylor Woodrow 62 650
15 16 Norwest Holst 52 625
16 14 Interserve Projects 310 620
17 15 Sir Robert McAlpine 18 562
18 17 Apollo Group 81 550
19 20 Miller 33 453
20 19 ISG 115 438
21 24 Inspace 38 355
22 22 Costain 42 344
23 21 Barr 47 340
24 23 Leadbitter 89 330
25 27 Willmott Dixon 51 298
26 28 Styles & Wood 80 283
27 26 Higgins Group 21 283
28 25 May Gurney 39 283
29 31 Midas Group 112 257
30 36 Osborne 82 247

Total 4,417 25,928

Top quantity surveyors
1 July 2006–30 June 2007

Yearly work won
1 July 2006–30 June 2007

This information is compiled for Building by 
Barbour ABI. Call 0151-353 3500, email
Info@ABIBuildingData.com or see 
www.barbour-abi.com
■ Barbour ABI’s figures include UK contracts
with a value of £100,000 or above, and all
work awarded by negotiation or competitive
tender, including residential and civils work,
unless stated otherwise.

Growth in commercial development in June
slowed to its lowest rate for five months
according to property consultant Savills,
writes Sarah Richardson.

The latest data shows that the commercial
development index was 56.2 in June
compared with 61 in May. A score of 50 on the
index indicates no change.

The result suggests a stutter in the recent
boom in the commercial sector. Developers
questioned by Savills remained confident that
activity levels would rise during the third
quarter of the year, but the outlook for office
construction over that period was the lowest
since August 2005.

The result is partly explained by a
downturn in public sector office work, where
levels of activity declined for the first time
since January.

Mat Oakley, the head of Savills’ commercial
research department, said interest rates,
which rose a quarter point to 5.75% last 
week, were beginning to have an impact on
the sector.

He said: “It’s no surprise that developers

have finally started to voice concerns about
the cost of money. Although the tone of the
Monetary Policy Committee’s statement last
week was a bit more dovish than others
recently, all eyes will be on next month’s
inflation report as a bellwether for future
base rate changes.”

Commercial new build in the private sector
was the best performing area of activity for
the fifth month running, with an index of 62.5
compared with May’s 64.7.

Growth in public sector new build
accelerated to its sharpest for 8 months, at
57.8, despite the downturn in the office
market.

For more on the commercial sector, search
www.building.co.uk/archive

Commercial growth stutters

All eyes will be on the 
Monetary Policy 
Committee’s inflation 
report next month as a 
bellwether for future base 
rate changes
MAT OAKLEY, SAVILLS

Foreman Roberts is bought out
Building services consultancy
Foreman Roberts has been
bought out by its
management team.

Stuart Alexander, the
managing director of Foreman
Roberts, will take over the
reins from chairman and
owner Barry Shaw, who is
retiring. Co-owner Richard
Kennedy is also leaving. 

Clive Williams, the former
chief executive of
management consultant
Capgemini, joins the board as
non-executive chairman.

Last year, the company
made a pre-tax profit  of £2m
from a turnover of £11.8m.

Alexander said he was looking
to grow turnover and profit by
15% over the next two years. 

He said: “The market is
expanding, particularly in
sustainability, and the data
centre, hotels and leisure
markets are very active.”

The buyout is being
supported by venture
capitalist trust NVM, which
has contributed £7m of the
£14.7m needed. 

It is unusual for venture
capital to invest in the
building services industry but
Peter Hodson, who managed
the deal for NVM, said
changes to environmental

legislation meant that the
climate was right for capital
growth in the area. 

Foreman Roberts provides
advice on design and
sustainability, with an
emphasis on the M&E sector.
It has advised Quintain on
Wembley, Land Securities on
its Bankside offices and the
All England Tennis Club on
Wimbledon’s Centre Court.

The firm made headlines in
June when, together with the
British Council for Offices, it
found that Ken Livingstone’s
London Plan regeneration
targets were virtually
unreachable. 

Broadgate in the City is on track despite market dip
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