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Skanska’s £150m deal with developer 
Minerva to build the 560,000ft2 St Botolph’s
office and retail scheme in the City of London
propelled it to the top of the leader board 
last month.

Its £88m Two Kingdom Street office scheme
at the PaddingtonCentral development in
London also helped take its haul for April to
£279m and move it up from number nine the
previous month.

Willmott Dixon jumped even further, up
from 16 to number two. The largest chunk of
the £256m it won came from a £104m 
repair and maintenance deal won by its
Inspace social housing arm for Birmingham
council.

Elsewhere HBG dropped from the top spot
to number three despite picking up a £90m
redevelopment contract from the Grimsby
Institute of Further Education.

Morgan Sindall moved up from five to four
and Balfour Beatty followed it, edging up one
spot to number five. If civil engineering is
included in the figures, Balfour finished April
in second place thanks to a £111m deal with
Glasgow council to build an 8km extension to
the M74 motorway.

Kier moved up two spots to number six in
the same league after bagging a £26m 
mixed-use project for Sutton Harbour
Holdings in Plymouth and a £16m hotel deal
for Butlins in Bognor Regis, West Sussex.

Meanwhile, Bowmer & Kirkland shot up the
table from 20th to 7th spot after wins that
included a £59m city-centre campus job for
Nottingham Trent university.

Social housing contractor Higgins Group
was another spectacular performer,
climbing from nowhere to number 11 in both
monthly tables.

Laing O’Rourke, Interserve and Wates made
up the rest of the top 10, the latter winning a
£30m education deal in London’s well-heeled
Kensington & Chelsea borough.

Carillion, last month’s number two, dropped
out of the top 30 after picking up only £6.5m
worth of work.

The top 10 in the rolling annual table stayed
the same although Willmott Dixon rose
dramatically from 20 to 11 after it took its
Inspace social housing business in house.

City retail win propels
Skanska to top in April
Business barometer St Botolph’s development puts Swedish contractor ahead of Willmott Dixon

Number Total 
of projects value (£m)

1 Foster + Partners 4 1,984
2 EDAW 7 1,260
3 Allies and Morrison 7 1,148
4 Building Design Partnership 39 1,070
5 HOK International 9 998
6 John McAslan + Partners 8 951
7 Broadway Malyan 17 907
8 Renzo Piano Building Workshop 1 750
9 Rogers Stirk Harbour + Partners 2 650
10 Kohn Pedersen Fox 3 578
11 Aedas 50 538
12 Tribal Group 36 395
13 Fairhursts Design Group 5 379
14 Patel Taylor Architects 2 351
15 WML Woods Bagot 6 329
16 RPS 25 318
17 S&P Architects 3 318
18 Space Architects 8 316
19 Sheppard Robson 8 315
20 Leslie Jones Architects 4 313

Total 244 13,867

Number Total 
of projects value (£m)

1 Highways Agency 13 3,056
2 BAA Lynton 5 2,054
3 Olympic Delivery Authority 12 1,454
4 Ravenscraig Partnership 1 1,000
5 GMPTE 1 900
6 Waste Recycling Group 3 900
7 Network Rail 15 823
8 Sellar Property Group 3 776
9 DIFA Fonds NR1 1 500
10 Transport for London 4 476
11 Hampshire council 34 412
12 South Tyneside Homes 3 405
13 Severn Power 1 400
14 British Land 2 400
15 SEEDA 2 350
16 English Partnerships 4 350
17 Dragons International/Coftons 1 350
18 Birmingham NHS Trust 3 341
19 Cambridgeshire council 11 329
20 Docklands Light Railway 11 321

Total 130 15,596

Top contractors including civils
monthly work won, 1–30 April 2006

Number of Total
projects value (£m)

1 9 Skanska 27 318
2 1 Balfour Beatty 78 282
3 19 Willmott Dixon 16 257
4 2 HBG Construction 7 158
5 4 Morgan Sindall 43 127
6 11 Kier 20 109
7 23 Bowmer & Kirkland 15 106
8 5 Laing O’Rourke 2 90
9 30 Interserve Projects 17 82
10 8 Wates 11 74
11 – Higgins Group 2 74
12 – Bovis Lend Lease 3 66
13 – Taylor Woodrow 8 64
14 14 Galliford Try 19 64
15 28 Fitzpatrick 2 49
16 17 Costain 5 42
17 36 Osborne 6 38
18 3 Carillion 17 37
19 6 Sir Robert McAlpine 3 35
20 12 ISG 8 35
21 – May Gurney 2 32
22 26 Miller 1 28
23 33 North Midland 7 26
24 29 Midas Group 11 23
25 27 Thomas Vale 16 22
26 24 McLaren Construction 4 21
27 22 Crispin & Borst 6 18
28 16 Norwest Holst 8 18
29 – Clugston 5 18
30 31 Apollo Group 8 15

Total 377 2,329

Top contractors excluding civils 
monthly work won, 1–30 April 2006

Top architects
1 May 2007–31 April 2008

Top clients/promoters
1 May 2007–31 April 2008

Number of Total
projects value (£m)

1 9 Skanska 11 279
2 16 Willmott Dixon 15 256
3 1 HBG Construction 7 158
4 5 Morgan Sindall 42 124
5 6 Balfour Beatty 65 121
6 8 Kier 20 109
7 20 Bowmer & Kirkland 15 106
8 3 Laing O’Rourke 2 90
9 27 Interserve Projects 14 74
10 7 Wates 11 74
11 – Higgins Group 2 74
12 – Bovis Lend Lease 3 66
13 21 Sir Robert McAlpine 3 35
14 10 ISG 8 35
15 11 Galliford Try 10 34
16 24 Miller 1 28
17 26 Midas Group 11 23
18 – Taylor Woodrow 4 22
19 23 McLaren Construction 4 21
20 25 Thomas Vale 9 20
21 19 Crispin & Borst 6 18
22 13 Norwest Holst 7 16
23 28 Apollo Group 8 15
24 – GB Building Solutions 3 14
25 35 Renew (was Montpellier) 3 14
26 – Clugston 4 13
27 36 Multibuild 2 10
28 30 North Midland 5 10
29 – DB Russell 9 10
30 34 Osborne 2 8

Total 306 1,878
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Number Total 
of projects value (£m)

1 EC Harris 58 3,868
2 Davis Langdon 120 3,015
3 Gardiner & Theobald 86 1,071
4 Gleeds 60 1,007
5 Faithful + Gould 82 824
6 Franklin and Andrews 21 531
7 Stace 113 465
8 Cyril Sweett 39 418
9 Tweeds 51 362
10 DBK Group 54 333
11 Turner & Townsend 35 248
12 Thomas and Adamson 4 243
13 WT Partnership 38 230
14 Arcadis AYH 16 221
15 Mace 1 220
16 Doig & Smith 10 220
17 Northcroft 37 203
18 Nisbet 49 196
19 Edmond Shipway 21 193
20 Rider Levett Bucknall 18 188

Total 913 14,054

Number of Total
projects value(£m)

1 1 Balfour Beatty 796 3,989
2 2 Laing O’Rourke 31 3,263
3 3 Kier 435 2,459
4 4 HBG Construction 96 2,162
5 5 Skanska 156 1,837
6 6 Morgan Sindall 470 1,685
7 7 Bovis Lend Lease 18 1,228
8 8 Sir Robert McAlpine 25 1,129
9 9 Bowmer & Kirkland 109 920
10 10 Carillion 169 852
11 20 Willmott Dixon 81 747
12 11 Morrison 39 734
13 12 ISG 193 733
14 13 Galliford Try 137 691
15 15 Wates 174 660
16 16 Edmund Nuttall 111 637
17 17 Costain 57 617
18 14 Rok 239 604
19 18 Interserve Projects 229 561
20 19 Miller 33 541
21 22 Taylor Woodrow 46 457
22 – May Gurney 20 449
23 23 Apollo Group 123 414
24 21 Leadbitter 71 409
25 25 Mulalley & Co 34 349
26 27 Higgins Group 17 325
27 26 Fitzpatrick 61 310
28 24 Norwest Holst 49 298
29 31 Osborne 72 267
30 32 Sisk 26 238

Total 4,117 29,566

Top quantity surveyors
1 May 2007–31 April 2008

Yearly work won
1 May 2007–31 April 2008

This information is compiled for Building by 
Barbour ABI. Call 0151-353 3500, email
Info@ABIBuildingData.com or see 
www.barbour-abi.com
n Barbour ABI’s figures include UK contracts
with a value of £100,000 or above, and all
work awarded by negotiation or competitive
tender, including residential and civils work,
unless stated otherwise.

Carl Turpin, chief executive of Oakdene
Homes, has denied that the company was
forced into a £9.75m share placement by the
state of the market, writes Tom Bill.

The south of England housebuilder
announced the move after posting poor
results for the year ended 31 December 2007.
It will put up to 20 million new shares onto
the market at 50p each.

Turpin said: “The decision was taken as a
matter of prudence and the extra money will
make us very comfortable. We wanted to
make sure we were at the front of the queue
in terms of going to the market for cash.”

The City acted with scepticism, and one
analyst pointed to the fact that £9.75m was
almost double last year’s pre-tax profit. He
said: “Looking at the state of the market this
smacks somewhat of a rescue package.”

In 2007, pre-tax profit at Oakdene fell by
33% from £8.2m to £5.5m as the company
sold 140 homes. This was 26% down from the
190 it sold in the previous year. Turnover
slumped 21% from £46m to £36m.

Turpin also accused the media of
exaggerating the impact of the credit crunch.
He said: “The press doesn’t differentiate
between the north and the south of the
country. In the north it’s mayhem but in the
south, demand exceeds supply.”

Not everyone was convinced. One 
analyst said: “I’ve never read a financial
statement so ungrounded in reality.
Everything is not all right in the south, as 
the company suggests.”

www.building.co.uk/housing

Oakdene boss stays bullish

Costain orders up 19%
Costain increased its forward
order book by 19% to 
£1.9bn in the first three
months of 2008. 

In a first-quarter trading
update, it said it expected to
perform in line with
expectations as it continued
to focus on blue chip clients. 

A statement said: “Work
continues on improving
margin performance following
the remedial actions put in
place during 2007.” 

The consensus forecast for
2008 is pre-tax profit of
£22.4m on turnover of
£784.4m.

PRP profit leaps 80%
PRP Architects has posted an
80% jump in pre-tax profit
from £246,000 to £443,000
for the year ended 
30 September 2007. 

Turnover at the company,
which specialises in private
and public sector housing,
rose 14% from £20.9m to
£23.9m. 

The highest paid director
took home a total package of
£272,339, which was 24% up
on the 2006 figure of
£218,860. The company
employed 352 staff over the
year and the average salary
was £47,809.

Housebuilding plummets
Housebuilding activity in
March fell to its lowest level in
16 years, according to a survey
of 800 UK construction firms
carried out by Experian
Business Strategies.

The survey revealed that
housebuilding activity fell by
seven index points to 43
during the month. A figure
below the base level of 50
shows a decline, while more
than 50 indicates a rise. 

Construction activity fell by
four points to 48, its lowest
level in 12 years. 

Full report P66

News in brief

Turpin: Looking on the bright side

“We feel very positive. We have a very good
landbank, which was bought at the right
time for the right price.”

“Visitor levels have not been bad and we’re 
not cutting prices. There’s no panic at all in 
our camp.”

“We are past the eye of the storm. We’ve
had nine months of bad news and will
probably have another nine months. After
that there will be a lot of pent-up demand.”
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