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Labour Construction wages have risen, but not as much as everybody else’s …

■ Steel erectors and crane drivers saw the biggest increase in wages
■ Floor and wall tilers and bricklayers suffered a fall in weekly pay 
■ Scaffolders topped the weekly pay league, typically earning £600
■ The new year will usher in 4-4.5% wage increases for plumbers and
heating and ventilating operatives
■ From July to September, earnings in construction rose 2.9% over
the previous year, compared with 4.1% in the economy as a whole

The Office for National Statistics’ 2007 Annual Survey of Hours and
Earnings showed that construction earnings rose by just 2.5%
between April 2006 and April 2007.

Median gross weekly pay % change 
(including overtime) over April 2006

April 2007

Electricians, electrical fitters £506 +3.6
Steel erectors £487 +16.9
Bricklayers £414 -2.3
Roofers £383 +0.3
Plumbers, heating and ventilating engineers £487 +2.9
Carpenters and joiners £428 +2.3
Glaziers, window fabricators and fitters £378 +12.5

Plasterers £398 +3.3
Floorers and wall tilers £357 -8.1
Painters and decorators £396 +5.2
Scaffolders, stagers and riggers £600 +12.8
Road construction operatives £384 -3.2
Rail construction and maintenance operatives £541 +12.4
Crane drivers £541 +15.0
Elementary construction occupations (labourers) £335 +2.7

Skilled construction and building traders typically worked 40 hours
per week, exactly the same as the previous year. However, crane
drivers typically worked 50 hours per week and scaffolders 44 hours,
helping boost their weekly pay.

National wage agreements
Building operatives wage rates will increase in June 2008 by 6% as
the third part of a three-year deal brokered in May 2006. More
recently agreed deals for plumbers and electricians will see their
basic rates rise in January at a more conservative 4.5%
and 4% respectively, in line with the 4% that heating and ventilating
operatives will receive next September.

05 Executive summary 

Wage agreement summary

The following table summarises the wage agreements currently in force for the principal wage-fixing bodies in the construction industry   

Operatives Agreement body Current basic hourly rate Effective since Details in Date of next review

Builders and civil
engineering
operatives 

Plumbers 

H&V operatives 

Electricians

Construction Industry
Joint Council

Building and Allied Trades
Joint Industrial Council

The Joint Industry Board
for Plumbing Mechanical
Engineering Services in
England and Wales
Scottish and Northern
Ireland Joint Industry
Board for the Plumbing
Industry

Joint Conciliation
Committee of the Heating,
Ventilating and Domestic
Engineering Industry 

The Joint Industry Board
for the Electrical
Contracting Industry
Scottish Joint Industry
Board for the Electrical
Contracting Industry

Craft rate: £9.72 / hour

Advanced craft:  £10.06 /
hour

Advanced plumber:
£11.60 / hour

Advanced plumber:
£11.55 / hour

Craftsman:  £10.73 / hour

Approved electrician:
£12.58 / hour

Approved electrician:
£12.58 / hour

25 June 2007

11 June 2007 

1 January 2007

4 June 2007 

3 September 2007

8 January 2007 

8 January 2007

30 June 2008 (basic rates
will rise by 6%)

9 June 2008 (subject to
new agreement)

7 January 2008 (basic
rates will rise by 4.5%)

Not expected before 2
June 2008

6 September 2008 (basic
rates will increase by 4%)

7 January 2008 (basic
rates will increase by 4%)

7 January 2008 (basic
rates will increase by 4%)

Cost Update 8 June 2007 /
Spon’s Architects’ and
Builders’ Price Book 2008
Cost Update 8 June 2007 /
Spon’s Architects’ and
Builders’ Price Book 2008

Spon’s Mechanical and
Electrical Services Price Book
2007
Cost Update 23 March 2007
Cost Update 8 June 2007 

Cost Update 7 September
2007 

Spon’s Mechanical and
Electrical Services Price
Book 2007
Cost Update 23 March 2007
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