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Sir Robert McAlpine was strangely absent
from the barometer in October. Now it has
returned and no mistake: straight in at
number one with a brace of contracts worth a
total of £331m. This also propelled it into the
top 10 earners for the year, although Balfour
Beatty remained at the top, maintaining its
£600m lead over Kier. Kier has won £2.4bn of
work in the past 12 months.

November also proved a good month for
Laing O’Rourke, another privately-owned
contractor, which moved up 16 places in the
monthly table to number five, thanks to
£137m of mostly commercial contracts.

The continuing turmoil on the global credit
markets may have affected the total amount
of work won: November’s £2.1bn was the
second lowest of the year so far; only August
was lower. By contrast, in the peak months of
February and March, more than £3bn of
contracts were awarded.

The year was also marked by the rise of a
number of large regional contractors, such as
Leadbitter. Whether that will continue into
next year remains to be seen, as the market
starts to tighten. The latest medium-sized
firm to get into the top 10 is Ardmore, an
Enfield-based firm that won a £70m housing
contract. Winvic Construction, which is based
in Northampton, also entered the top 20 as a
result of winning two industrial contracts 
worth a total of £32.5m.

And Totty Building made a welcome return
to the November top 50 at 38 on the strength
of three contracts worth £5.3m split between
the public and private sector.

In the architects table, the big two
commercial practices of Building Design
Partnership and Broadway Malyan dominated
once again, with remarkably similar hauls to
October. The remainder stayed fairly static,
although Aedas moved from eighth to fourth
and John McAslan slipped from fourth to 10th.

The clients table was marked by the
disappearance of British Nuclear Fuels, the
leading client in October, which has evidently
completed its immediate procurement work.

For the full Business Barometer tables for
November click on this story in the current issue at
www.building.co.uk

Sir Robert McAlpine bounces
to the top in November
Business barometer Family firm is clear winner after not figuring at all in October table

Number Total 
of projects value (£m)

1 Building Design Partnership 46 1,558
2 Broadway Malyan 19 1,076
3 Renzo Piano Building Workshop 1 750
4 Aedas 52 525
5 Holder Mathias Architects 12 522
6 Carey Jones Architects 14 449
7 CZWG Architects 4 421
8 Hamilton Associates 21 366
9 Tribal Group 28 292
10 John McAslan + Partners 6 286
11 Allies & Morrison 8 285
12 Arup 5 277
13 DLA Architecture 12 271
14 Pascal & Watson Architects 1 250
15 HLM Architects 12 241
16 Leslie Jones Architects 7 233
17 Sheppard Robson 13 231
18 Wilkinson Eyre Architects 4 206
19 Foster + Partners 4 204
20 Skidmore, Owings & Merrill 1 200

Total 270 8,643

Number Total 
of projects value (£m)

1 Environment Agency 4 2,000
2 Highways Agency 13 1,107
3 Ravenscraig Partnership 1 1,000
4 GMPTE 1 900
5 Waste Recycling Group 3 900
6 Sellar Property Group 3 776
7 Network Rail 19 442
8 British Land Corporation 5 415
9 Rotherham council 12 352
10 Dragons International/Coftons 1 350
11 Portsmouth Housing Association 8 349
12 Birmingham NHS Trust 3 341
13 Docklands Light Railway 11 321
14 FCH Housing and Care 4 320
15 Capital Shopping Centres 2 301
16 Blackpool council 2 301
17 Tees Valley Regeneration 1 300
18 National Grid Property 7 288
19 Scottish Widows 5 283
20 Stannifer 2 256

Total 107 11,302

Number of Total
projects value(£m)

1 1 Balfour Beatty 738 3,030
2 2 Kier 500 2,427
3 4 HBG Construction 118 2,288
4 3 Bovis Lend Lease 23 2,149
5 5 Morgan Sindall 475 1,678
6 6 Laing O'Rourke 45 1,520
7 7 Skanska 153 1,473
8 11 Bowmer & Kirkland 116 920
9 10 Rok 322 904
10 18 Sir Robert McAlpine 23 888
11 9 Wates 217 873
12 8 Carillion 193 820
13 12 Edmund Nuttall 114 741
14 13 Galliford Try 144 691
15 14 ISG 166 657
16 16 Apollo Group 117 586
17 15 Interserve Projects 258 564
18 19 Miller 30 543
19 17 Taylor Woodrow 48 523
20 20 Leadbitter 85 458
21 22 Norwest Holst 47 412
22 24 Costain 48 394
23 25 Willmott Dixon 66 393
24 23 Inspace 46 376
25 21 Morrison 56 362
26 26 Mulalley & Co 28 299
27 32 Styles & Wood 91 298
28 28 Midas Group 104 280
29 29 FM Conway 53 265
30 30 Fitzpatrick 51 260

Total 4,475 27,072

Top contractors, excluding civils 
monthly work won, 1–30 November 2007

Top architects
1 December 2006–30 November 2007

Top clients/promoters
1 December 2006–30 November 2007

Yearly work won
1 December 2006–30 November 2007

Number of Total
projects value (£m)

1 – Sir Robert McAlpine 2 331
2 3 HBG Construction 9 243
3 1 Skanska 5 184
4 6 Kier 45 177
5 21 Laing O’Rourke 3 137
6 13 Bowmer & Kirkland 7 117
7 9 ISG 10 115
8 4 Balfour Beatty 47 104
9 5 Morgan Sindall 32 91
10 23 Ardmore 1 70
11 11 Wates 13 65
12 12 Rok 21 63
13 – Styles & Wood 15 51
14 18 Miller 1 46
15 – Galliford Try 6 36
16 – Winvic Construction 2 33
17 22 Willmott Dixon 4 30
18 – HG Construction 1 25
19 32 Midas Group 11 24
20 27 Sisk 3 22
21 – Taylor Woodrow 3 17
22 39 Thomas Vale 9 17
23 25 Apollo Group 10 17
24 – Lakehouse Contracts 19 16
25 38 Pearce 6 15
26 48 Weaver 6 14
27 37 Haymills 1 13
28 15 Leadbitter 3 12
29 – C Spencer 6 12
30 17 Watkin Jones 2 9

Total 303 2,106
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