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By Tom Bill

Four contracts from the Royal School of
Military Engineering propelled Carillion to
the top of the leader board in September. The
jobs, which were worth a combined £259.5m,
included barracks at Chatham in Kent (£61m),
Minley in Surrey (£91.3m) and Bicester in
Oxfordshire (£77.2m). The support services
juggernaut also won a £57.3m job to provide
student accommodation for Aston University
in Birmingham.

Education proved a fruitful sector for
contractors, and second-placed Wates picked
up a £45m deal with Canterbury college in
Kent. It also won a £42.6m commercial deal in
Winnersh, Berkshire, for property group Segro
and a £17.5m residential job in Ilkley, West
Yorkshire.

The good news was that the total number of
jobs won by the top 30 contractors was 342,
the same as in September 2007. The bad news
was that their total value was £1.42bn, which
was £606m down on this time last year.

In third place was Morgan Sindall with
wins that included a £44.2m college scheme
for Devon council in Bideford and a £20.2m
prison job in Perth, Scotland.

The top five was completed by Kier and
Balfour Beatty with 33 and 50 wins apiece.
Balfour Beatty’s haul included the £23m
South Bristol Skills Academy.

Sixth spot was taken by Laing O’Rourke,
which won a £70m mixed-use job in
Blackfriars, London. It also held off Balfour
Beatty at the top of the annual rolling leader
board with 37 wins worth £4.17bn.

ISG came in seventh, with a total of 33 jobs
that included a £15m deal for Standard Bank
in London. Following close behind was Rok,
whose wins included a £40m housing deal in
Rochdale. In ninth place was the
contractor formerly known as HBG. The
newly-christened BAM UK won four jobs that
included a £25m deal for the Finzels Reach
office and retail scheme in Bristol.

Norwest Holst completed the top 10 with
nine jobs that included a £16.2m deal for
Penine Acute Hospitals in Oldham.

kFor more rankings of UK contractors and 
consultants log on to www.building.co.uk/leaguetables

Carillion advances to front
after string of military victories
Business barometer Wates comes second, thanks to schools, shops and housing work

Number Total 
of projects value (£m)

1 Foster + Partners 2 1,801
2 Building Design Partnership 33 1,719
3 EDAW 9 1,453
4 Allies and Morrison 8 1,353
5 HOK International 12 1,154
6 Stanton Williams 3 1,011
7 Leslie Jones 7 713
8 Rogers Stirk Harbour + Partners 2 650
9 Kohn Pedersen Fox 4 555
10 John McAslan + Partners 6 554
11 Ateliers Jean Nouvel 1 500
12 Aedas 44 475
13 PRP Architects 16 472
14 Wilkinson Eyre Architects 4 460
15 Sheppard Robson 9 364
16 Patel Taylor Architects 1 350
17 Space Architecture Management 14 346
18 Manser Practice 2 330
19 Fairhursts Design Group 4 323
20 S & P Architects 2 313

Total 183 14,896

Number Total 
of projects value (£m)

1 Highways Agency 18 3,286
2 BAA Lynton 3 1,831
3 Olympic Delivery Authority 18 1,655
4 Exel 1 1,000
5 London & Continental Railways 1 1,000
6 GMPTE 6 700
7 Land Securities Group 9 631
8 DIFA Fonds NR1 1 500
9 Hammerson Group 1 500
10 Hampshire council 43 494
11 South Tyneside Homes 4 485
12 Transport for London 5 476
13 Scottish Government 1 445
14 Welsh Power 2 405
15 SEEDA 4 368
16 Liverpool Football Club 1 350
17 Network Rail 11 343
18 Cambridgeshire County Council 13 337
19 University Hospital Birmingham 1 335
20 Peel Media 7 334

Total 150 15,474

TOP CONTRACTORS INCLUDING CIVILS
monthly work won, 1–30 September 2008

Number of Total
projects value (£m)

1 1 Carillion 12 322
2 16 Morgan Sindall 42 159
3 35 Wates 16 147
4 6 Balfour Beatty 59 79
5 5 Kier 33 77
6 2 Laing O’Rourke 2 73
7 10 ISG 33 60
8 9 Rok 22 60
9 4 BAM Construct (HBG) 4 56
10 11 Norwest Holst 10 46
11 – Willmott Dixon 9 43
12 23 Miller 2 43
13 26 McLaren Construction 5 43
14 18 Amy 1 33
15 – Breyer Group 23 28
16 15 Galliford Try 7 26
17 25 SDC Construction 4 24
18 – Skanska 5 21
19 – Shepherd 3 21
20 19 Interserve Projects 13 20
21 12 Bowmer & Kirkland 4 20
22 – North Midland 12 16
23 – VHE Construction 1 15
24 32 Thomas Vale 9 14
25 27 Crispin & Borst 4 12
26 41 Watkin Jones 1 11
27 17 Apollo Group 8 11
28 46 Buckingham Group 2 11
29 8 BAM Nuttall 5 10
30 – Ashe 12 9

Total 363 1,508

TOP CONTRACTORS EXCLUDING CIVILS 
monthly work won, 1–30 September 2008

TOP ARCHITECTS
1 October 2007–30 September 2008

TOP CLIENTS/PROMOTERS
1 October 2007–30 September 2008

Number of Total
projects value (£m)

1 1 Carillion 10 321
2 29 Wates 16 147
3 13 Morgan Sindall 38 142
4 6 Kier 33 77
5 4 Balfour Beatty 50 73
6 3 Laing O’Rourke 1 70
7 7 ISG 33 60
8 5 Rok 22 60
9 2 BAM Construct (HBG) 4 56
10 8 Norwest Holst 9 45
11 – Willmott Dixon 9 43
12 18 Miller 2 43
13 21 McLaren Construction 5 43
14 – Breyer Group 20 27
15 12 Galliford Try 7 26
16 20 SDC Construction 4 24
17 – Shepherd 3 21
18 9 Bowmer & Kirkland 4 20
19 – North Midland 9 16
20 – Skanska 3 14
21 26 Thomas Vale 8 14
22 22 Crispin & Borst 4 12
23 32 Watkin Jones 1 11
24 14 Apollo Group 8 11
25 – Buckingham Group 1 10
26 19 Interserve Projects 10 10
27 – Ashe 12 9
28 10 Lakehouse Contracts 7 8
29 27 Midas Group 5 7
30 38 Haymills 4 5

Total 342 1,424
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Number Total 
of projects value (£m)

1 EC Harris 55 4,073
2 Davis Langdon 105 2,361
3 Gardiner & Theobald 80 1,198
4 Faithful + Gould 61 777
5 Gleeds 41 709
6 Franklin + Andrews 13 511
7 Cyril Sweett 63 489
8 DBK Group 43 425
9 Stace 116 368
10 Turner & Townsend 32 359
11 Tweeds 46 293
12 Thomas and Adamson 4 243
13 Northcroft 28 232
14 Doig & Smith 12 216
15 Newham Homes 1 170
16 Pick Everard 3 146
17 Calford Seaden Partnership 11 137
18 Philip Pank Partnership 9 129
19 Walker Management 4 126
20 Arcadis AYH 13 124

Total 740 13,088

Number of Total
projects value(£m)

1 1 Laing O’Rourke 37 4,168
2 2 Balfour Beatty 921 3,779
3 3 BAM Construct (HBG) 89 2,093
4 4 Kier 377 1,949
5 8 Carillion 183 1,833
6 5 Costain 60 1,701
7 6 Skanska 137 1,589
8 7 Morgan Sindall 436 1,529
9 9 Sir Robert McAlpine 19 1,324
10 10 Bovis Lend Lease 15 1,000
11 11 ISG 215 891
12 12 Rok 269 862
13 13 Bowmer & Kirkland 89 809
14 14 Willmott Dixon 89 803
15 15 Morrison Utilities 13 648
16 19 Wates 139 619
17 16 Apollo Group 113 590
18 17 Miller 34 566
19 18 Galliford Try 114 540
20 21 Interserve Projects 219 422
21 22 BAM Nuttall 76 397
22 27 Norwest Holst 81 390
23 23 Fitzpatrick 53 366
24 24 Ardmore 4 364
25 25 May Gurney 13 359
26 20 Leadbitter 64 353
27 26 Von Roll Inova 1 350
28 28 Lakehouse Contracts 85 313
29 29 Mulalley & Co 33 247
30 31 Renew 116 234

Total 4,094 31,086

TOP QUANTITY SURVEYORS
1 October 2007–30 September 2008

YEARLY WORK WON
1 October 2007–30 September 2008

This information is compiled for Building by 
Barbour ABI. Call 0151-3533 500, email
Info@ABIBuildingData.com or see 
www.barbour-abi.com
� Barbour ABI’s figures include UK contracts
with a value of £100,000 or above, and all
work awarded by negotiation or competitive
tender, including residential and civils work,
unless stated otherwise.

MJ Gleeson has increased its
stake in GB Building Solutions
from 73% to 92% after a 
debt-for-equity swap, writes
Tom Bill.

Martin Smout, the chief
executive of GB Building, led a
management buyout from
Gleeson in July 2005. Gleeson
agreed to loan GB Building
£3.8m to fund that deal; this
will now be converted into
shares.

Smout said: “It’s a good deal
for us because, despite a 
one-off redemption charge of
£711,000, it will save us
£923,000 every year in
interest payments.”

He added: “In the current
market, balance sheets get a bit
thin, so it also helps us in that
respect. It is also an
endorsement of the business
from MJ Gleeson; it shows they
have faith in what we’re doing.”

In the year to 30 June 2008,
pre-tax profit at GB Building
fell 21% from £909,000 to
£718,000. This was the
result of the one-off charge on
the swap.

But turnover was up by 17%
from £177.5m to £207.2m,
which the company attributed
to a solid supply of repeat
business. Previous clients
accounted for 60% of all its
wins in the year.

Smout said: “We have always

taken the approach that it is
best to have steady and
sustained growth based on a
policy of working in areas in 
which we have proven
expertise. This has paid off over
the past year, although the
economic conditions have
become more difficult.”

GB Building ended the year
with cash reserves of £20.5m,
but the company said
opportunities for growth were
limited by the liquidity problems

in the banking sector. “The
current economic turmoil will
make growth unlikely,” the
company said.

It has a secured order book
that will generate £202m in
turnover and expects the public
sector to provide some
protection against the
slowdown. The firm has already
curtailed its residential work.

The company is based in
Surrey with offices in the east
Midlands and northern England.

Costain bullish
Costain has said a record 
first-half order book of £2bn
would help it through the credit
crunch. In addition to recent
contract wins worth more than
£200m it has more than
£600m of work on its book for
2009. The company said it had
a “resilient platform” and that
2008 results would be in line
with expectations. The
consensus forecast for the 
year ended 31 December is 
pre-tax profit of £24m on
turnover of £800m.

Make makes a fortune
Turnover at Make Architects
rose 75% from £10.8m to
£17.8m in the year ended 
31 December 2007. The 
salary of the highest paid
director – who is presumed to
be founding director Ken
Shuttleworth – increased five
times from £208,000 to
£1.06m. The company made a
pre-tax profit of £1.8m, a 65%
rise on last year’s figure of
£1.1m. The average salary rose
to £89,748 last year, up from
£63,780 in 2006.

Wren raises £4m
Retirement homes
specialist Wren Homes has
raised £4m through a share
issue and loan deal with
investment group Wainford
Holdings. It said the proceeds
would be used to fund new
schemes and for general
working capital. In total,
£1m will be raised through the
issue of 10 million shares at
10p each to Wainford. The
remaining £3m will be in the
form of a five-year loan at a 5%
rate of interest.

NEWS IN BRIEF

GB Building agrees share deal 
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Smout: Debt-for-equity swap is vote of confidence in GB Building

GB BUILDING’S WORKLOAD
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