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Labour Some trades have secured good rises, but others are likely to lose out

� Over the past three months of 2008, average earnings in
construction were 1% lower than a year before, while average
earnings throughout the economy rose 3.2%
� The start of the year brought in wage increases of 5% for plumbers
and 4.5% for electricians (see below)
� Other agreements gave steel erectors 6.6%, thermal insulation
contractors 6% and flat glass operatives 3%
� Negotiations between employers and unions for a revised wage
agreement for building operatives, due at the end of June, seem
unlikely to secure an increase of similar magnitude.

Plumbers 
Plumbers in England and Wales received an increase in basic wage
rates worth 5% from 5 January 2009 in a deal agreed in September
2007. The deal provided for wage increases of 4.5% but with a safety
net that, should the retail prices index exceed this figure in
September 2008, rates and allowances would be increased by that
amount. Fortunately for plumbers, the RPI peaked in September at
5% and rates consequently increased accordingly.

The current basic hourly rates of pay for the principal grades of
operatives are now as follows:

Technical plumber and gas service technician £14.13

Advanced plumber and gas service engineer £12.73

Trained plumber and gas service fitter £10.91

Wage rates for plumbers in Scotland and Northern Ireland will
increase by 4.6% on 1 June.

Electricians
Wage rates for electricians rose by 4.5% from 5 January 2009 in
accordance with the second part of a three year agreement
determined in September 2007. The new national standard rates
became:

Transport Own

provided transport

£/hour £/hour

Technician (or equivalent specialist grade) 14.65 15.39

Approved electrician (or equivalent specialist grade) 12.94 13.67

Electrician (or equivalent specialist grade) 11.86 12.60

Electrical improver / senior graded electrical trainee 10.67 11.35

Labourer / adult trainee 9.42 10.11

Wage agreement summary

The following table summarises the wage agreements currently in force for the principal wage-fixing bodies in the construction industry   

Operatives Agreement body Current basic hourly rate Effective since Details in Date of next review

Builders and civil
engineering
operatives

Plumbers

H&V operatives

Electricians

Construction Industry
Joint Council

Building & Allied Trades
Joint Industrial Council
(BATJIC)

The Joint Industry Board
for Plumbing Mechanical
Engineering Services in
England and Wales
Scottish and Northern
Ireland Joint Industry
Board for the Plumbing
Industry

Joint Conciliation
Committee of the Heating,
Ventilating and Domestic
Engineering Industry

The Joint Industry Board for
the Electrical Contracting
Industry/Scottish Joint
Industry Board for the
Electrical Contracting
Industry

Craft rate:
£10.30 / hour

S/NVQ3 qualified 
operative: £10.41 / hour

Advanced plumber:
£12.73 / hour

Advanced plumber:  
£12.08 / hour

Craftsman:  £11.16 / hour

Approved electrician:
£13.67 / hour (own
transport)

30 June 2008

9 June 2008

5 January 2009

2 June 2008

6 October 2008

5 January 2009

29 June 2009 (rates to
be agreed)

8 June 2009 (rates to be
agreed)

Likely to be 4 January
2010

1 June 2009 (basic rates
will rise by 4.6%)

5 October 2009 (rates to
be agreed)

4 January 2010 (basic rates
will increase by 5%)

Cost Update 30 May 2008 /
Spon’s Architects’ and
Builders’ Price Book 2009
Cost Update 5 September
2008/Spon’s Architects’ and
Builders’ Price Book 2009

See above

Cost Update 30 May
2008/Spon’s Architects’ and
Builders’ Price Book 2009

Cost Update 5 September
2008/Spon’s Mechanical and
Electrical Services
Price Book 2009

See above
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