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By Tom Bill

Carillion’s £350m contract to build the
Olympic media centre propelled it to the top
of the leader board in August.

The deal was one of 36 wins notched up
by the support services juggernaut last
month and accounted for almost half of its
£711m haul.

It will build the 1.3 million ft2 scheme,
together with developer Igloo, although the
final cost, design and legacy are still the
subject of heated debate. “The price is
probably a bit on the conservative side,” said
one source close to Carillion this week.

Elsewhere, it picked up a string of education
deals, which included a £28m academy for
North Somerset council and a £26m school
deal in York. It also won a £47m prison
contract at Shotts in Scotland.

HBG, which is soon-to-be-rebranded BAM
UK, finished in second spot with seven
contracts worth less than a third of
Carillion’s haul. Its wins included a £56m
deal for Cheshire college and a £43m contract
for Bournemouth and Poole college.

Laing O’Rourke finished in third place,
thanks to a £200m mixed-use development in
Bury, Lancashire, for Thornfield Properties
and an £18m deal with HSBC for a data
centre in West Yorkshire. Balfour Beatty and
Rok completed the top five.

In a further sign of a cooling market, the
number of jobs won in August was down
from 331 last year to 312.

The total work won in monetary terms 
was up from £1.7bn last August to £2.3bn,
largely thanks to Carillion’s media centre win
and Laing O’Rourke’s £200m Bury job.
Unsurprisingly, the biggest contribution came
from the public sector with £1.2bn.

Including civils projects, Laing O’Rourke
finished in second spot, thanks to a £400m
win for the first phase of the London Gateway
container port.

Given the restless ambition of chief executive
Ray O’Rourke, he will be equally pleased to
have leapfrogged Balfour Beatty at the top of
the annual rolling leader board – and with 35
contracts compared with Balfour’s 828.
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Carillion tops leader board
with 2012 media centre win 
Business barometer £350m Olympic job was one of 36 deals secured by contractor in August

Number Total 
of projects value (£m)

1 Foster + Partners 3 1,901
2 Building Design Partnership 31 1,669
3 EDAW 9 1,453
4 Allies and Morrison 9 1,353
5 HOK International 11 1,153
6 Stanton Williams 3 1,011
7 Leslie Jones Architects 7 713
8 Rogers Stirk Harbour + Partners 2 650
9 John McAslan + Partners 7 556
10 Kohn Pedersen Fox 4 555
11 Aedas 47 524
12 Ateliers Jean Nouvel 1 500
13 PRP Architects 16 474
14 Wilkinson Eyre Architects 4 460
15 Patel Taylor Architects 1 350
16 Space Architecture Management 13 345
17 Sheppard Robson 8 334
18 Manser Practice 2 330
19 RPS 18 323
20 Fairhursts Design Group 4 323

Total 200 14,975

Number Total 
of projects value (£m)

1 Highways Agency 17 3,271
2 BAA Lynton 3 1,831
3 Olympic Delivery Authority 19 1,699
4 Exel 1 1,000
5 Ravenscraig Partnership 1 1,000
6 London & Continental Railways 1 1,000
7 GMPTE 3 640
8 Land Securities Group 10 631
9 Scottish government 2 560
10 DIFA Fonds NR1 1 500
11 Hammerson Group 1 500
12 Hampshire council 45 498
13 South Tyneside Homes 4 485
14 Transport for London 3 474
15 Severn Power 2 405
16 Network Rail 13 376
17 SEEDA 3 362
18 Liverpool Football Club 1 350
19 Cory Environmental 1 350
20 Cambridgeshire council 14 338

Total 145 16,272

TOP CONTRACTORS INCLUDING CIVILS
monthly work won, 1–31 August 2008

Number of Total
projects value (£m)

1 Carillion 39 717
2 Laing ‘Rourke 3 618
– Von Roll Inova 1 350
5 HBG Construction 7 232
12 Kier 21 185
10 Balfour Beatty 80 156
25 Costain 4 135
30 Edmund Nuttall 5 116
6 Rok 19 108
19 ISG 24 77
14 Norwest Holst 6 74
9 Bowmer & Kirkland 4 63
4 Lakehouse Contracts 5 60
– Connaught 2 54
23 Galliford Try 7 52
3 Morgan Sindall 29 52
– Apollo Group 13 47
– Amy 1 33
15 Interserve Projects 23 32
– Lancsville 1 30
– Renew 15 29
– Leadbitter 5 29
18 Miller 1 25
22 Birse 1 22
33 SDC Construction 1 22
– McLaren Construction 5 22
38 Crispin & Borst 5 21
36 Taylor Woodrow 6 19
20 Sir Robert McAlpine 1 16
– Peppiatt 1 15

Total 335 3,410

TOP CONTRACTORS EXCLUDING CIVILS 
monthly work won, 1–31 August 2008

TOP ARCHITECTS
1 September 2007–31 August 2008

TOP CLIENTS/PROMOTERS
1 September 2007–31 August 2008

Number of Total
projects value (£m)

1 12 Carillion 36 711
2 3 HBG Construction 7 232
3 6 Laing O’Rourke 2 218
4 10 Balfour Beatty 66 140
5 4 Rok 19 108
6 9 Kier 18 83
7 16 ISG 24 77
8 11 Norwest Holst 6 74
9 8 Bowmer & Kirkland 4 63
10 2 Lakehouse Contracts 5 60
11 – Connaugh 2 54
12 20 Galliford Try 7 52
13 1 Morgan Sindall 28 49
14 – Apollo Group 13 47
15 – Lancsville 1 30
16 – Leadbitter 5 29
17 – Renew 13 26
18 15 Miller 1 25
19 17 Interserve Projects 14 24
20 28 SDC Construction 1 22
21 – McLaren Construction 5 22
22 33 Crispin & Borst 5 21
23 18 Sir Robert McAlpine 1 16
24 – Peppiatt 1 15
25 31 Fitzpatrick 2 14
26 26 Thomas Vale 8 13
27 22 Midas Group 4 12
28 19 Mulalley & Co 6 12
29 13 Wates 7 10
30 – WA Hills 1 10

Total 312 2,269
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Lawrie Haynes, chief executive of White
Young Green, has hinted that last month’s
takeover talks failed because the bidder
for the group failed to meet his asking
price, writes Tom Bill.

The consultant engineer announced that
it had received an unsolicited approach on
20 June, but talks broke down on 13 August.
The mystery bidder is understood to have
been Dutch rival Arcadis and experts
estimated the sale price to have been in the
region of £200m.

Haynes said: “There was wider trouble in
the equity and debt markets, but when you’re
paying for a company such as ours you have
to pay significantly for it. In the end it was
not my call; they decided not to go ahead.”

In the company’s results for the year ended
30 June 2008, it revealed the cost of fending
off the approach was £300,000.

Overall, its results were proof that the
company, whose largest market is transport
and infrastructure, has so far been immune to
the credit crunch.

Pre-tax profit was up 26%, from £13.4m
to £16.8m, which included a £4.2m write-off
of goodwill after buying transport consultant
Savell Bird & Axon and Irish consultant
engineer PH McCarthy during the year.

Turnover grew 28%, from £221m to 
£282m, of which £22.4m came from the
acquisitions, and its order book was up
from £280m to £300m.

Despite its recent deals, Haynes indicated
that the rate of acquisitions would slow as a
result of the economic climate. He said: “We
have to be extra prudent with our
shareholders’ cash in the current market until
values come down to appropriate levels.”
Despite the warning, he conceded he was
currently in discussions with more than 
one target.

Haynes added that WYG’s success was 
also the result of its global expansion and
this week it announced a deal worth £1.6m 
a year to provide development control
services for the Dubai Waterfront scheme
(pictured above).

WYG asking price ‘too high’

Mixed fortunes for Galliford
Galliford Try has reported a
flat profit of £60m for the
year to 30 June after
incurring £9.1m in land
writedowns and £1.9m in
redundancy costs. Turnover
rose 30% to £1.8bn, boosted
by the performance of its
construction and affordable
housing businesses, which
reported record profits of
£25.7m and £13.8m
respectively. Housing
margins fell from 14.5% 
to 11.1%.

Profit falls at Stewart Milne
Profit at Scottish contractor
and housebuilder Stewart
Milne has slumped 40% 
as a result of the ailing
housing market. The privately
owned firm reported a 
pre-tax profit of £25m for the
year to June 2008, down
from £42m in 2007. It
reported a 21% rise in
turnover to £420m from
£348m last year and
confirmed it had made 278
redundancies, which is about
one fifth of its staff.

NEWS IN BRIEFNumber Total 
of projects value (£m)

1 EC Harris 61 4,119
2 Davis Langdon 109 2,307
3 Gardiner & Theobald 83 1,212
4 Gleeds 50 846
5 Faithful & Gould 62 743
6 Franklin and Andrews 12 509
7 Cyril Sweett 66 403
8 Stace 113 399
9 Turner & Townsend 33 361
10 DBK Group 41 325
11 Tweeds 47 295
12 Thomas and Adamson 4 243
13 Northcroft 26 218
14 Doig & Smith 11 214
15 Edmond Shipway 16 189
16 Rider Levett Bucknall 21 177
17 Newham Homes 1 170
18 Welwyn Hatfield council 1 150
19 Philip Pank Partnership (Norwich) 9 129
20 Arcadis AYH 14 128

Total 780 13,127

Number of Total
projects value(£m)

1 2 Laing O’Rourke 35 4,095
2 1 Balfour Beatty 828 3,738
3 3 HBG Construction 94 2,307
4 4 Kier 376 2,071
5 6 Costain 64 1,763
6 5 Skanska 142 1,603
7 7 Morgan Sindall 432 1,595
8 12 Carillion 186 1,549
9 8 Sir Robert McAlpine 19 1,324
10 9 Bovis Lend Lease 17 1,037
11 13 ISG 208 889
12 14 Rok 269 867
13 10 Bowmer & Kirkland 94 862
14 11 Willmott Dixon 80 787
15 15 Morrison Utilities 20 666
16 16 Apollo Group 114 599
17 18 Miller 35 584
18 17 Galliford Try 120 583
19 19 Wates 130 491
20 20 Leadbitter 91 491
21 22 Interserve Projects 228 425
22 25 Edmund Nuttall 83 411
23 21 Fitzpatrick 58 390
24 23 Ardmore 4 364
25 24 May Gurney 14 360
26 – Von Roll Inova 1 350
27 28 Norwest Holst 71 344
28 29 Lakehouse Contracts 78 305
29 27 Mulalley & Co 33 247
30 26 Taylor Woodrow 54 232

Total 3,978 31,330

TOP QUANTITY SURVEYORS
1 September 2007–31 August 2008

YEARLY WORK WON
1 September 2007–31 August 2008

This information is compiled for Building by 
Barbour ABI. Call 0151-3533 500, email
Info@ABIBuildingData.com or see 
www.barbour-abi.com
� Barbour ABI’s figures include UK contracts
with a value of £100,000 or above, and all
work awarded by negotiation or competitive
tender, including residential and civils work,
unless stated otherwise.

Billington profit rises 31%
Structural steel and engineering
specialist Billington has posted
a 31% rise in pre-tax profit
from £1.8m to £2.3m in the six
months to 30 June 2008.
Turnover jumped by a third 
from £27.1m to £35.7m and
Peter Herns, its executive
chairman,  said the business 
had benefited from the
company’s strategy of focusing
on the public sector and health
and safety equipment. The
group’s order book stands 
at £55m.

TURNOVER BREAKDOWN

Public sector 46% (2007: 45%)
Private sector 54% (55%)

Three biggest markets
Transport and infrastructure 24% (22%)
Health and education 15% (14%)
Commercial 15% (15%)
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