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By Tom Bill

Higgins was the unusual name at the top of
the leader board in February. The social
housing specialist topped a list dominated by
the public sector, thanks to its £174m PFI
refurbishment deal with Swan Housing
Group in the London borough of Newham.

Compared with last February’s figures, the
total value of work won by the top 30
contractors fell by more than a quarter from
£1.87bn to £1.38bn. The number of deals only
fell by six to 306.

Carillion finished in second spot with 18
deals together worth £151m, a large chunk of
which came from the education sector. Its
wins included the £26.3m Bulwell academy in
Nottingham and the £23.7m New Line
Learning Academy in Kent. No wonder it
singled out the UK education market as a
particularly fruitful sector in its annual
results last week.

Wates also did well in the education 
sector: it finished in third place, thanks
largely to four Building Schools for the 
Future wins in Luton that totalled £102.3m.
Balfour Beatty and Kier made up the top 
five. Balfour picked up the £38.1m Liberty 
Village Phase 5 deal for Defence Estates.
The UK’s largest contractor, which broke 
into the FTSE 100 in January, last week
reported a turnover of £9.5bn and kept its
place at the top of the rolling annual 
leader board.

Its total wins of £3.9bn in the past 12
months dwarfed Laing O’Rourke’s haul of
£2.5bn. And, with an order book of £12.8bn 
at the end of 2008, it will take some
dislodging from its present position.

The top 10 in February was finished off
with Laing O’Rourke, Willmott Dixon,
Leadbitter, Galliford Try and BAM Construct.
Willmott Dixon kept up the education theme
with three school deals that included a
£20.5m secondary school in Middlesbrough
and a £16.8m deal for a special needs school
in Windsor & Maidenhead.

Galliford Try’s £69.1m of wins included a
£44.9m prison deal in Bridgend, Wales.

kFor more rankings of UK contractors and 
consultants log on to www.building.co.uk/leaguetables

£174m social housing win puts
Higgins on top in February
Business barometer Latest figures leave no doubt about the role of public sector in industry’s survival

Number Total 
of projects value (£m)

1 Foster + Partners 3 1,827
2 Building Design Partnership 21 1,825
3 Sheppard Robson 11 1,566
4 Allies and Morrison 6 1,249
5 EDAW 7 1,247
6 Stanton Williams 4 1,032
7 HOK International 10 1,030
8 Make Architects 2 1,002
9 Maccreanor Lavington 1 770
10 PRP Architects 18 666
11 Rogers Stirk Harbour + Partners 2 650
12 KSS Group 7 575
13 Ateliers Jean Nouvel 1 500
14 John McAslan + Partners 3 462
15 Leslie Jones Architects 3 460
16 Faulkner Browns 7 415
17 Broadway Malyan 17 406
18 Aedas 33 406
19 Skidmore Owings & Merrill 2 403
20 Feilden Clegg Bradley Architects 7 397

Total 165 16,885

Number Total 
of projects value (£m)

1 BAA Lynton 5 1,834
2 Olympic Delivery Authority 15 1,313
3 Exel 1 1,000
4 London & Continental Railways 1 1,000
5 London Borough of Hackney 9 901
6 Bellway 5 783
7 Barking Riverside 1 770
8 Homes & Communities Agency 1 770
9 Land Securities Group 8 738
10 Hammerson Group 2 606
11 Galliard Homes 3 564
12 Airtricity Developments (Scotland) 1 548
13 Transport for London 8 508
14 South Tyneside Homes 4 485
15 Peel Media 6 482
16 Birmingham council 8 450
17 Scottish government 1 445
18 Newlon Housing Trust 4 416
19 Clearstorm Limited 1 400
20 Marchwood Power 1 380

Total 85 12,558

TOP CONTRACTORS INCLUDING CIVILS
monthly work won, 1–28 February 2009

Number of Total
projects value (£m)

1 43 Amey 1 400
2 4 Carillion 23 233
3 31 Higgins Group 1 174
4 1 Balfour Beatty 73 141
5 26 Wates 18 122
6 6 Morgan Sindall 21 98
7 14 Kier 13 89
8 20 Galliford Try 10 85
9 2 Laing O’Rourke 2 80
10 8 Willmott Dixon 7 79
11 – Leadbitter 24 75
12 3 Costain 2 63
13 18 Vinci Construction 14 54
14 7 BAM Construct 6 54
15 5 ROK 33 48
16 11 ISG 28 39
17 – Durkan 12 35
18 19 BAM Nuttall 6 33
19 32 Skanska 3 32
20 – John Crowley (Maidstone) 3 23
21 47 Bowmer & Kirkland 4 21
22 24 Interserve Projects 8 21
23 12 Fitzpatrick 2 15
24 – Lakehouse 11 14
25 23 Thomas Vale 10 13
26 40 Osborne 23 12
27 – Clugston 3 11
28 29 C Spencer 5 8
29 – Southwest Highways 2 5
30 – Bullock Construction 1 5

Total 369 2,083

TOP CONTRACTORS EXCLUDING CIVILS 
monthly work won, 1–28 February 2009

TOP ARCHITECTS
1 March 2008–28 February 2009

TOP CLIENTS/PROMOTERS
1 March 2008–28 February 2009

Number of Total
projects value (£m)

1 25 Higgins Group 1 174
2 2 Carillion 18 151
3 23 Wates 18 122
4 6 Balfour Beatty 61 120
5 12 Kier 13 89
6 1 Laing O’Rourke 2 80
7 7 Willmott Dixon 7 79
8 – Leadbitter 24 75
9 15 Galliford Try 9 69
10 5 BAM Construct 6 54
11 16 Vinci Construction 13 54
12 4 Morgan Sindall 19 51
13 3 Rok 32 48
14 10 ISG 28 39
15 – Durkan 12 35
16 27 Skanska 2 22
17 38 Bowmer & Kirkland 4 21
18 19 Interserve Projects 7 20
19 – Lakehouse 10 14
20 13 Fitzpatrick 1 14
21 20 Thomas Vale 7 11
22 – Bullock Construction 1 5
23 40 8build 1 5
24 – Clugston 2 4
25 34 Osborne 1 4
26 – Les Taylor Construction Northern 1 4
27 – Wildgoose Construction 1 4
28 – Strata 1 4
29 14 Watkin Jones 1 3
30 – Mulalley & Co 3 3

Total 306 1,376

10baromdraydd  10/3/09  14:56  Page 18



finance / 19

Number Total 
of projects value (£m)

1 EC Harris 60 2,948
2 Davis Langdon 85 1,170
3 Turner & Townsend 74 923
4 Gardiner & Theobald 59 695
5 Franklin + Andrews 15 528
6 Cyril Sweett 58 506
7 Gleeds 46 502
8 DBK Group 34 370
9 Faithful + Gould 38 359
10 Deacon & Jones 3 345
11 Summers & Inman 8 256
12 Glasgow council 1 250
13 Ian Sayer 6 223
14 Pick Everard 4 216
15 Northcroft 31 185
16 Stace 55 178
17 Tweeds 29 175
18 Currie & Brown 27 170
19 Doig + Smith 9 163
20 Frost Associates 2 156

Total 644 10,318

Number of Total
projects value(£m)

1 1 Balfour Beatty 851 3,894
2 2 Laing O’Rourke 36 2,536
3 6 Carillion 172 1,990
4 5 BAM Construct 78 1,839
5 4 Costain 55 1,738
6 3 Kier 315 1,468
7 7 Morgan Sindall 394 1,325
8 8 ROK 274 1,263
9 9 Sir Robert McAlpine 24 1,168
10 12 Wates 172 1,008
11 14 Amey 34 980
12 11 Willmott Dixon 116 933
13 10 Skanska 95 909
14 13 ISG 238 750
15 15 Bowmer & Kirkland 94 687
16 18 Norwest Holst 70 472
17 19 Miller 24 429
18 20 BAM Nuttall 71 405
19 21 Bovis Lend Lease 12 404
20 23 Galliford Try 108 399
21 17 Apollo Group 65 389
22 27 Leadbitter 79 375
23 22 Interserve Projects 185 367
24 24 Fitzpatrick 38 358
25 25 Von Roll Inova 1 350
26 28 Lakehouse 85 296
27 29 Ardmore 2 285
28 39 Higgins Group 11 276
29 30 Midas Group 117 215
30 31 Thomas Vale 160 175

Total 3,976 27,683

TOP QUANTITY SURVEYORS
1 March 2008–28 February 2009

YEARLY WORK WON
1 March 2008–28 February 2009

This information is compiled for Building by 
Barbour ABI. Call 0151-3533 500, email
Info@ABIBuildingData.com or see 
www.barbour-abi.com
� Barbour ABI’s figures include UK contracts
with a value of £100,000 or above, and all
work awarded by negotiation or competitive
tender, including residential and civils work,
unless stated otherwise.

Zaha profit rises to £5m
Zaha Hadid Architects posted a
fivefold increase in pre-tax
profit to £5m in the year to 
30 April 2008. Turnover hit
£26.2m, a 93% rise from the
previous year’s figure of
£13.5m. The combined pay
package of Hadid, who owns 
the whole of the practice, was
made up of a £187,597 salary
and a £550,000 dividend
payment. Her remuneration of
£737,597 was a 1.7% increase
on the year before. Last week
the practice admitted it would
be forced to make job cuts but
did not reveal how many people
would leave.

Balfour beats the downturn
Balfour Beatty has announced a
24% increase in pre-tax profit
in 2008, up from £201m to
£249m. Total turnover, which
included its share of joint
ventures, was up 27% from
£7.5bn to £9.5bn and the order
book stood at £12.8bn. Steve
Marshall, Balfour’s chairman,
said: “Most of our work is with
public sector and regulated
customers who are long-term
investors in infrastructure.
Although the difficult economic
environment will have some
impact on our businesses, 
we anticipate making progress
in 2009.”

Warings back in black
Portsmouth contractor Warings
returned to the black in 2008,
posting a pre-tax profit of
£202,000. The firm, which was
bought by French contractor
Bouygues for £30m in
December 2007, fell £7.2m in
the red in last eight months of
2007. The loss was caused by
problem jobs, including a
residential scheme in Swindon
and Mercedes-Benz World in
Surrey. Turnover rose by an
annualised rate of 6% to
£98.8m and the highest-paid
director took home £234,000,
compared with  £141,000 the
previous year.

NEWS IN BRIEF

BUILDING MAGAZINE 13.03.2009

The chief executive of Bovis Homes said the
housebuilder planned to re-enter the land
market before the end of the year, writes 
Tom Bill.

David Ritchie said Bovis wanted to take
advantage of its relative financial strength
compared with its rivals. He said: “We’re
positioning the balance sheet to make
investment choices by the end of 2009.
There are opportunities out there and few
buyers, so we will take these opportunities 
as they arise.”

Bovis plans to reduce debt from £108m to
£50m by the end of 2009 and it has a £220m
overdraft.

Ritchie declined to predict whether land
prices would reach bottom this year and said
Berkeley Homes’ decision to raise £50m last
month to finance land purchases had no
implications for Bovis. “Tony Pidgley at
Berkeley is in a unique position because,
unlike us, he operates in the London market
so it may well be that he sees opportunities
before us as things recover there.”

He was speaking after the company
announced a £78.7m pre-tax loss in the year
to 31 December 2008 after land writedowns
of £75.2m. It sold 1,817 units compared with
2,930 over the same period in 2007 – a 38%
fall. Turnover fell 49% from £555.7m to
£282.3m.

Despite its financial resources, Ritchie said
the company would not use the recession to
increase its market share from its current
level of about 2%.

The announcement follows a claim by Greg
Fitzgerald in January that his company,
Galliford Try, would become a top-five
housebuilder as other indebted housebuilders
struggled in the land market.

Ritchie said: “We intend to be one of the
good companies coming out of the recession,
but it suits us to be relatively boutique in
nature. The right way to go is to buy assets
and sweat them hard rather than go for
market share.”

The company described the market in 2008
as the “toughest for decades” but Ritchie said
it was good news that the government was
increasingly encouraging banks to lend.

Bovis Homes to re-enter the
land market this year

LASTYEAR WAS UNPRECEDENTED. DECLINING
MORTGAGE FINANCE AVAILABILITY AND POOR
ECONOMIC CONDITIONS, ALLIED WITH LOW
CONSUMER CONFIDENCE, BROUGHT ABOUT
THE TOUGHESTTRADING ENVIRONMENT FOR
MANYYEARS
DAVID RITCHIE
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