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Labour While some wage rates are frozen, others will benefit from regional increase agreements 

� 2009 has so far seen increases of 4.5% for electricians, 5% for
plumbers and 6.6% for steel erectors
� Building and civil engineering operatives’ rates have been frozen
� Over the first three months of 2009, average earnings in
construction were just 0.7% higher than a year before

Building operatives 
The three-year wage agreement for building operatives under the
Construction Industry Joint Council (CIJC) expires at the end of June
this year. Pay rates this year may be frozen, as has happened with
Building and Allied Trades Joint Industrial Council (BATJIC) rates
(see below). The principal CIJC rates since 30 June 2008 are:

Rate per hour

Craft rate £10.30

Skill rate 1 £9.82

Skill rate 2 £9.46

Skill rate 3 £8.85

Skill rate 4 £8.35

General operative £7.75

Operatives working for generally smaller companies within the
Federation of Master Builders expected a pay rise on 15 June under

the BATJIC agreement. However, rates have been frozen at 
9 June 2008 levels for the next 12 months. Rates will remain at:

Rate per hour

S/NVQ3 qualified operative £10.41

S/NVQ2 qualified operative £8.95

Adult general operative £7.73

Building and civil engineering operatives in Northern Ireland will 
get 6% increase in rates from 3 August under a 3-year deal made 
in 2007.

Plumbers
Plumbers in Scotland and Northern Ireland will see their basic pay
rates increase by 4.6% on 1 June to:

Rate per hour

Technician £14.00

Advanced plumber £12.64

Plumber £11.10

Labourer £9.90

Plumbers in England and Wales received an increase in basic wage
rates worth 5% from 5 January 2009.

Wage agreement summary

The following table summarises the wage agreements currently in force for the principal wage-fixing bodies in the construction industry   

Operatives Agreement body Current basic hourly rate
Builders and civil
engineering
operatives

Plumbers

H&V operatives

Electricians

Construction Industry
Joint Council

Building & Allied Trades
Joint Industrial Council
(BATJIC)

The Joint Industry Board
for Plumbing Mechanical
Engineering Services in
England and Wales
Scottish and Northern
Ireland Joint Industry
Board for the Plumbing
Industry

Joint Conciliation
Committee of the Heating,
Ventilating and Domestic
Engineering Industry

The Joint Industry Board for
the Electrical Contracting
Industry/Scottish Joint
Industry Board for the
Electrical Contracting
Industry

Craft rate:
£10.30 / hour

S/NVQ3 qualified 
operative: £10.41 / hour

Advanced plumber:
£12.73 / hour

Advanced plumber:  
£12.08 / hour

Craftsman:  £11.16 / hour

Approved electrician:
£13.67 / hour (own
transport)

30 June 2008

9 June 2008

5 January 2009

2 June 2008

6 October 2008

5 January 2009

29 June 2009 (still under
negotiation)

June 2010 

4 January 2010

1 June 2009 (see above)

5 October 2009 (rates to
be agreed)

4 January 2010 (basic rates
will increase by 5%)

Cost Update 30 May 2008 /
Spon’s Architects’ and
Builders’ Price Book 2009
Cost Update 5 September
2008 / Spon’s Architects’ and
Builders’ Price Book 2009

Cost Update 27 March 2009

Cost Update 30 May 2008 /
Spon’s Architects’ and Builders’
Price Book 2009

Cost Update 5 September
2008 / Spon’s Mechanical
and Electrical Services
Price Book 2009

Cost Update 27 March 2009
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