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But these three, like so many other const
graduates, have not found them in the industry.
Building’s first annual survey of university leavers

reveals just how grim things are. By Roxane McMeeken.
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‘day, trying to get a job". It's not going

- Nparticularly well. “I check employers’
and recruitment websites, I've been
emailing potential employers direct and
using all the family and industry contacts
[can think of,” she says, “and it's all leading
nowhere.” The only interview she's had was
thyough a recruitment agent, “but the firm
changed its mind and said it might have a
vacancy in January. It's soul destroying”.

Olley, 21 (and centre in picture opposite),
has just obtained a first-class degree in
building surveying from Reading, after
which she joined the ranks of the nation’s
unemployed graduates. The government's
Higher Education Gareers Services Unit
estimates that between 35,000 and 40,000 of
the 850,000 people who left university this
yean will fail to find a jeb within six months
of graduating: Like many others, Olley has
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had to move back in with her parents —
“which feels like a step backwards” — and
she is worrying about how to pay off the
£10,000 debt that studying has left her with.

This is not what she planned: “When I
started the degree, the course leader pretty
much promised us a job. He said we'd be
sorted — particularly because we would have
a qualification from Reading, which is
known for surveying. Since then he has
apologised to us.” :

When she started studying three years
ago, construction firms were desperate
to hire any graduates, let alone these with
first-class degrees, and people like Olley
had their pick of jobs. Since then swaths of
people have been laid off — there have been
170,000 redundancies in the industry in
the year to August, according to the Office
for National Statistics — which has made it
difficult for firms to make a case for hiring
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graduates. As we'll see below, some of the
industry’s biggest employers have cut their
graduate programmes and others, like
Gleeds, have suspended them. It is easy to
understand why the young people that the
industry made such an effort to attract to
built environment degrees feel betrayed.-

Building surveyed 604 graduates from
construction related degrees to find out
how many are giving up on the industry
and which professions are the worst hit.
Here we asssess the extent of the damage
and whether anything can be done to stop
a generation of skilled young people
slipping through our fingers.

Surveying the damage

Building asked the Higher Education
Statistics Agency to track the numb_er of
people studying for architecture, building,
planning and civil engineering degrees. @




