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YORKSHIRE, the Nor(li-west and
{he North-east would hosta
Labour government’s first all-
powerful Regional Development
Agencies, Labour deputy leader
John Prescott's senior policy
adviser said this week,

Former English Partnerships
chief execulive Dayid Taylor, now
working with Prescott, told
Building that plans for RDAs in
‘ northern areas "would move vetry
| quickly, following like wildfire” in
i the rest of England if Laboat wins
‘ the election.

‘ The agencies, which will at first

local businesses, Training and
Enlerprise Councils and local
authorities, and will try to spend
existing fundsin a more
co-ordinated way.

Labour sees the North-west,
North-east and Yorkshire and
Humberside as trailblazers for the
agencies because they have
performed hest in forming
private-public partnerships,

Labour regional minister
Richard Cabarn said he has
discussed his plans with Taylor
Woodrow and Amec, among
others, and that interim plans for
agencies could be enacted
immediately.

Labour to revive North firsf

Regeneration will startin North-west, North-east and Yorkshire, says Prescott adyjes

Newcastle's public-private
Northern Development Company,
and the Yorkshire Assembly
grouping of local councils’ warl,
Itis also encouraged by
co-operation between Manchester
and Liverpool councils,

There has been speculation that
Prescoll willlead a new super-
ministry confrolling RDAs, but
Taylor would not commentan this.

Lle also declined to comment an
rumours thal the agencies will
quickly take over regeneration
hody English Partnerships’
responsibilities in the North.

He did say, however, that a
Labour government would take a
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Thank you Zor your letter of 26 Marsh Collowing your campaign on the PI'L.

In highlighting tae rate of progress on major schemes within the PFI you
have, of course, highlightied something that ia as frustrating to me sz T
recognise Laal it is to bhe construction industry,

Throughout the Listory of the NHS, its invesbtment programme has been
ingufficient to allow it to realise all the opportunities that have exisbed
to dimprove the guality and value for money of its services. The importance of
the PFI is that it allows the NHR to attract sufficient private sector
management and financisl resources teo allow the service to keep iss
facilities up to date.

The examples that you quote from Bishop Auckland, Hereford and Chepstow are
very good illustrations of the prineiple. It is precissely in crder to daal
with examples ol this nature that the government launched on the PFT path.

It is important not to ereate the impressicn that the FFIL has made uno
progz=ess within the NHS. In fact, a totzl of 34 gmall schemes have been
completed, mobilising a total of £84m of private capital, These schemnes have
made an impertant conbribution to the development of WHS healtheare.

actwith emergency powers before
heing formalised through
legislation, will controlup to
£1.5bn-a-year of government and
European inner-cily spending.
They will be run by a mixture of

INDUSTRY LEADERS will turn up the
political heat on prime minister John
Major and Labour leader Tony Blair over
‘ the next few days.

‘ Contractors, subcontractors,

| proflessionals, elients and materials

\ producers’ leaders are to write to Major
and Blair to point out areas of concern
over their party manifestos.

The details of the letters were
confidential as Building went to press,
but were due to be ratified by industry
leaders at a London meeting on Thursday.

Major is expected to be told that the
industiy was disappoeinted to see nothing

Another Labour source said:
“There will he much less of a
hang-up about direct intervention.
A Labour governmentwon't
hold back.”

Labour has been impressed by

| |Industry to lobby Blair and Major
|

more “regional” approach to the
private finance initiative to avoid
clusters of PFI projects in the
same area being bhid atonce,
Asked if Labour's social policies
pose a threat to construction,

fusts may he acting
ivires'' — outside their
gra-in signing contracts.

risk this progress by adopiy
very policies thal Liave i
Continent unconypetilive g
increased unemployment]
Europe by 4.5 millioy
past five years."

‘B

about construction training in the
Conservative munifesto, and jusi aline
ahout the private finance initiative.

This gave few clues as to how the Tories
plan to speed up the PFI process.
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Industry leaders are happier with the
Labour manifesto, particularly its
business manifesto’s approach (o the
PF1, which sets out a 12-point plan to
speed up the process.

However, industry leaders are
concerned about Labour’s adoption of
European social policies, such as union
recognition, a minimum wage and a

are extending their free, confidentia
telephone hetline until Monday 21 At

Lines are open 24 hours a day. To i@
the service, you need a taucli-tane

'.

il “Yrustrated".

of the NHS.

Staphen Dorrell.
Richmond House,
79 Whizehall,
London SW1.

It is, however, true that the big construction projects have proceeded more
glowly than we would have liked. Several of these projects have now signed
commereial nontracts With the private seector; thay ars noy in the final
sbages of completing btheir financing agreements.

As your readers will he aware, these negotiabions with the financiers haye
raiszed gome guestlong about trugt powers. T have agreed the basis on which
thege igsues can be resgolyed and I have undertaken to introduce thes nec
legislation in the apening weeks o5f the naw parliament.

T am coxnllident that this legislalbion witl allow she flagship prejects o
proceed. In doing so. they will be blaszing a trail fundamental te the fulture
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telephone. A serigs af guestions il
read oul. You register your o iswersi
your talephone's keypad, Al callaigwill
enterad into a prize draw,

Phone now on 0800-279 (N 1,

maximum rate for the working week.
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NOW, VOYAGER: Structural steelwork is well under way on
British Airways' £150m World Cargo Centre at Heathrow
Airportin west London. Work on the project, which is being
project managed by British Airways Property, started

in June 1996 and iz due to be complete by January 1989
Laing Morrison Knudsen is the construction manayet, M8
integrated design consultant is WS Atkins and the cost
consultant is Gardiner & Theobald.

SIEL00m 10 £680m, but
: ald the cost is now
B irls £650m.

e happy wilh progress

3. Elgl)()lrl/Richard

Rogers Partnership-designed
dome itself, butis concerned
about the design for the exhibition
1o he huilt inside it.

“What worries usallis that, i you
squeeze (he programme (o0 tight,
the cost goes up," the source said.
“The time invalved in designing a
show lile this is asmuch as is
needed on amajor building.

“There is also the question of
how people will travel to the
exhibilion, how the exhibition will
be organised and other details
such as catering.

“We are desperate to get the
exhibition designs approved
because the public won't love the
dome until they know what'sinit,
They think it's a waste of money
because no one will confirm what
it will contain,” he added.
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Exhibition organiser
Imagination has presented
Millennium Central with a series
of ideas for the dome's content, all
hased on the theme of time.

Led by managing director Gary
Withers, the Imagination team
has presented a range of
interpretations of the time theme
- some more lavish than others.

Withers also has ideas for the
rate at which the funding for the
exhibition itself can be spent,
ranging from an even spread to
isolated spectacular evenls
throughout 2000,

There are no concrete ideas for
how the dome will be used (o
celebrale new year’s eve 1499,

Asked aboul the project team's
concerns, a Millennium Cenltral
spokesman said: “T'm not certain

bme’s interior in race against time

lium Exhibition team exasperated by continuing indecision over show's content.

which project team you are talking
about, The fit-out doesn't start
until 1998,

“There are heaps of designs,
and I'm not sure when the final
design will be settled. The basics
are there—but there's still a lot to
be done on the little details,”

The spokesman said
Millennium Cenfral is speaking to
potential eponsors about the final
exhibition design, and thal a
husiness case will be submitted
s00n for lottery funding.

British Airways, BAA and
British Aerospace are among
companies that have pledged cash
{0 the exhibition. Early designs
showed slatic and interactive
exhibits, with multistorey
structures designed (0 give a
sense of “enormity”,




