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olent power: Might thellsle of Wight look something like thisin 10 years'time?

THOMAS LANE

e of Wight may become the
d's first “eco-island”,
d entirely by green energy,
s being developed by the
d's council are implemented.
der the proposals, the island
ould become self-sufficient in
“carbon power, and could even
Come a net exporter of energy.
| a8Ures under consideration
Tnclude tiq1 power and a
“mbined heat an power plant
98 would run o "gasified”
M3St6 — the firgy in the UK,
Souncil Jeqerg believe the
Q@Pusals will regenerate the
Cd and proyide significant
::VEStlmfam for infrastructure. The
“\1?11 1s understood to be
g With a firm of London

architects and a leading research
university to turn concepts into
workable plans. It is believed that
it is being advised by one of the
academics who worked on
Dongtan, the world’s first
eco-city, in China.

Joe Duckworth, chief executive
of the council, said the island
was ideally placed to put the
plans into effect. He said:
“Politically there is huge support

Politically there is
huge support for
this, and the private
sector on the island

is incredibly keen
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le of Wight set to become
norld's first ‘eco-island’

ouncil plans to regenerate the whole of the island and run it on low-carbon energy

for this, and the private sector on -
the island is incredibly keen.”

Private sector companies
based on the island include
Vestas Blades, the largest wind
turbine blade manufacturer in
the UK.

Duckworth added that the
island’s infrastructure was in
need of investment, which meant
it was an ideal opportunity to
develop green solutions.

He added that the island had
“a specific market tied to us so
it's a bit safer for our private
sector colleagues”.

The council is already trying
to improve infrastructure. Tt is
bidding to take part in a
£900m pathfinder PFI for
transportation schemes. If
successful, it could upgrade all

the island’s roads and streets
over the next 15 years.

Duckworth said new roads
could be reduced to just one
carriageway, with the other lane
being reserved for cyclists and
pedestrians.

The council is stipulating that
developers bidding to regenerate
a local housing scheme construct
new homes to level four of the
Code for Sustainable Homes.

It also has the funding to
rebuild Cowes high school as a
zero-carbon school.

Duckworth said the ideas would
be worked up towards the end of
this year and presented at a
conference next March.

@ More on green power at
www.bulding.co.uk/sustainability
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