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Bovis Lend Lease topped the contractors
league for the third month running in May
after scoring two big wins on commercial
projects in Scotland.

Bovis secured a total of £407m of work
during the month, almost three times more
than its nearest rival. The contractor’s biggest
wins were a £42m scheme for Scottish
Widows and a £15m project for Apex Hotels.

Bovis was a beneficiary of the continuing
boom in the commercial sector, which
accounted for £1.1m of the £1.9m of work it
was awarded during the month. Another
company boosted by the office boom was
Bowmer & Kirkland, the second-placed
contractor. It rose 11 places, from 13th last
time, after securing £142m of commercial
projects, including a Tritax Office
development in Motherwell.

The fastest riser over the month was
Higgins Group, which was catapulted into 4th
place, from 48th last time, thanks to two large
housing schemes. The most significant of
these was a £110m job for Network Housing
Group in Brixton.

Another surprise high-flier was Gleeson
Building, the former construction arm of 
MJ Gleeson. The company, which came in at
11th in the table, secured most of its work in
the public sector, including an £18.4m
academy project in Lincolnshire.

One contracting giant that did not enjoy
such a strong month in the building sector
was Laing O’Rourke. The company, which was
2nd in April, fell to 27th after securing only a
single project. However, it rose to its former
position when the £275m of civils work it
won were included.

Bovis Lend Lease remained on top in the
civils-included league, despite not winning
any work in the sector. Taylor Woodrow rose
to 3rd place in this table after scoring a
£185m deal for work on the Docklands Light
Railway in east London.

Balfour Beatty, which won £111m of work
during the month, held on to its top spot on
the cumulative league with a total of £3.3bn
of work won over the past 12 months. It is
currently a cool £1bn ahead of nearest
competitor Bovis Lend Lease, which has won
£2.3bn over the same period.

Scottish offices put Bovis
Lend Lease on top in May 
Business barometer … and they also catapult Bowmer & Kirkland into second place

Number Total 
of projects value (£m)

1 Allies and Morrison 13 1,209
2 HOK International 12 1,151
3 Broadway Malyan 23 1,118
4 EDAW 7 1,115
5 Renzo Piano Building Workshop 1 750
6 Building Design Partnership 32 714
7 Holder Mathias 16 581
8 Kohn Pedersen Fox 1 500
9 Carey Jones Architects 14 487
10 Michael Squire and Partners 5 478
11 Chapman Taylor Partnership 6 456
12 Aedas 62 455
13 John McAslan & Partners 4 455
14 Sheppard Robson 22 448
15 Leslie Jones 13 368
16 Capita Symonds 37 352
17 Hamilton Associates 12 332
18 CZWG 2 301
19 HLM 18 297
20 3D 30 264

Total 330 11,829

Number Total 
of projects value (£m)

1 British Nuclear Fuels 1 6,500
2 Environment Agency 4 2,000
3 Olympic Delivery Authority 8 1,565
4 Ministry of Defence 11 1,293
5 Re3 Waste Partnership 3 900
6 Sellar Property Group 2 751
7 Heron Property Corporation 1 500
8 Edinburgh council 4 460
9 Portsmouth Housing Association 11 351
10 2010 Rotherham 1 330
11 Rotherham council 5 320
12 SEEDA 2 302
13 Tees Valley Regeneration 1 300
14 Blackpool council 1 300
15 BG 6 283
16 Docklands Light Railway 10 278
17 Land Securities 15 264
18 Stannifer 2 256
19 Scottish Water 2 251
20 Strategic Rail Authority 1 240

Total 91 17,441

Top contractors including civils
monthly work won, 1–31 May 2007

Number of Total
projects value (£m)

1 1 Bovis Lend Lease 3 407
2 3 Laing O’Rourke 2 290
3 13 Taylor Woodrow 5 196
4 6 Interserve Projects 18 166
5 14 Bowmer & Kirkland 6 143
6 – Higgins Group 2 140
7 5 Kier 39 131
8 2 Balfour Beatty 40 111
9 4 HBG Construction 6 83
10 12 Wates 22 83
11 15 Morgan Sindall 41 65
12 9 Norwest Holst 3 62
13 7 Skanska 12 53.
14 19 Costain 4 47
15 37 Pearce 7 42
16 35 Gleeson Building 4 41
17 10 Galliford Try 10 38
18 36 Barr 5 37
19 – Crispin & Borst 7 37
20 21 ISG 12 35
21 – Stradform 6 31
22 28 Styles & Wood 10 30
23 24 Midas Group 8 30
24 – Sir Robert McAlpine 3 27
25 29 Apollo Group 6 27
26 11 Rok 26 22
27 42 FM Conway 4 22
28 – Warings 5 21
29 30 Eric Wright 2 20
30 20 Miller 2 20

Total 320 2,456

Top contractors excluding civils 
monthly work won, 1–31 May 2007

Top architects
1 June 2006–31 May 2007

Top clients/promoters
1 June 2006–31 May 2007

Number of Total
projects value (£m)

1 1 Bovis Lend Lease 3 407
2 13 Bowmer & Kirkland 6 143
3 15 Interserve Projects 11 143
4 48 Higgins Group 2 140
5 5 Kier 38 106
6 3 HBG Construction 6 83
7 10 Wates 22 83
8 14 Morgan Sindall 39 61
9 9 Norwest Holst 2 61
10 29 Pearce 7 42
11 28 Gleeson Building 4 41
12 4 Balfour Beatty 18 39
13 – Crispin & Borst 7 37
14 31 Barr 4 35
15 19 ISG 12 35
16 7 Skanska 7 31
17 – Stradform 5 31
18 24 Styles & Wood 10 30
19 21 Midas Group 8 30
20 – Sir Robert McAlpine 3 27
21 25 Apollo Group 6 27
22 12 Galliford Try 4 27
23 8 Rok 26 22
24 – Warings 5 21
25 32 Eric Wright 2 20
26 18 Miller 2 20
27 2 Laing O’Rourke 1 15
28 17 Willmott Dixon 3 14
29 38 Thomas Vale 5 13
30 23 Carillion 3 13

Total 271 1,794
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Number Total 
of projects value (£m)

1 EC Harris 83 5,082
2 Davis Langdon 138 2,365
3 Franklin and Andrews 72 1,411
4 Turner & Townsend 57 757
5 Gleeds 65 654
6 Cyril Sweett 38 597
7 Gardiner & Theobald 49 578
8 Faithful & Gould 84 481
9 WT Partnership 67 436
10 DBK Group 53 421
11 AYH 29 346
12 Welling Partnership 8 342
13 Burnley Wilson & Fish 14 328
14 Northcroft 54 270
15 Tweeds (WYG) 64 268
16 Doig & Smith 13 223
17 Jackson Coles 35 211
18 Laing O’Rourke 1 200
19 Thomas & Adamson 2 197
20 Nisbet 39 158

Total 965 15,325

Number of Total
projects value(£m)

1 1 Balfour Beatty 751 3,262
2 2 Bovis Lend Lease 33 2,327
3 5 Laing O’Rourke 84 1,911
4 4 Kier 474 1,686
5 6 Morgan Sindall 436 1,568
6 7 HBG Construction 106 1,472
7 8 Carillion 176 1,316
8 11 Taylor Woodrow 67 1,049
9 10 Wates 204 955
10 3 Skanska 157 919
11 9 Rok 374 916
12 12 Galliford Try 121 816
13 13 Bowmer & Kirkland 102 707
14 16 Interserve Projects 313 683
15 14 Sir Robert McAlpine 22 610
16 15 Norwest Holst 54 594
17 17 Apollo Group 81 550
18 18 Edmund Nuttall 96 483
19 19 ISG 101 433
20 20 Miller 36 428
21 21 Barr 49 378
22 24 Costain 41 341
23 23 Leadbitter 87 329
24 22 Inspace 35 324
25 25 May Gurney 39 283
26 44 Higgins Group 20 278
27 27 Willmott Dixon 50 275
28 31 Styles & Wood 78 256
29 28 Birse 59 248
30 26 Renew 129 242

Total 4,375 25,638

Top quantity surveyors
1 June 2006–31 May 2007

Yearly work won
1 June 2006–31 May 2007

This information is compiled for Building by 
Barbour ABI. Call 0151-353 3500, email
Info@ABIBuildingData.com or see 
www.barbour-abi.com
■ Barbour ABI’s figures include UK contracts
with a value of £100,000 or above, and all
work awarded by negotiation or competitive
tender, including residential and civils work,
unless stated otherwise.

Reid Architecture has become one of the UK’s
10 largest practices after merging with
Scottish rival 3D Architecture, writes Sarah
Richardson.

The combined practice, 3DReid, is expected
to have a turnover of £20m in its first year.
This more than doubles the size of each firm,
and catapults the joint company into the top
10 by fee income.

3DReid will be led by Charles Graham-Marr,
the present 3D director, who will become
chairman. Geoff Reid, Reid’s founder and
chairman, is retiring.

The two practices have an interconnected
history, with Graham-Marr having been an
associate director at Reid until he left to set
up 3D in 1989. Mark Taylor, 3D’s London
director, was also formerly at Reid.

Graham-Marr said the merger had “been
talked about for a long time” and that it had
been prompted by the desire to tackle larger
and more complex projects.

The 20 directors of the two practices will
make up the board of the combined company,
which will have a workforce of more than 320
people. The firms will combine their offices in
Glasgow and in London, where both currently
have a presence. 3DReid will also have offices

in Birmingham, Edinburgh, Manchester and
Falkirk. It will operate without a head office.

Graham-Marr said this week that he did not
expect to make any redundancies, and that he
expected the company to grow organically.

He said: “We’ll grow as opportunities
present themselves, and we’re currently
recruiting staff of all levels below director.”

The move gives Reid a presence in
education, where 3D is strong. 3D recently bid
for Building Schools for the Future work, and
Graham-Marr said education would be a
priority for the merged company, along with
offices, hospitality and urban regeneration.

The latest financial results are at
www.building.co.uk

Reid and 3D combine forces

3DReid is expected to 
have a turnover of £20m 
in its first year. This more 
than doubles the size of 
each firm

Midas reorganises for growth spurt
Privately owned construction
group Midas has restructured
and rebranded its business
with the aim of increasing its
turnover by 50% in the next
three years.

Midas, which has a turnover
in the region of £200m,
wants to increase this to
£300m by 2010.

It has reorganised its group
into five main trading
companies: Midas
Construction, Midas Retail,
Midas Interiors (formerly
Midas Property Services),
Midas Developments and a
new affordable housing
business, yet to be named.

The affordable housing
business, which has been
formed to capitalise on
growth in the social housing
sector, will be led by Andy
Johnston. 

Midas Construction, the
group’s largest business, will
be led by Murdo Mace and
Paul McLaughlin, who have
been appointed executive
directors.

Alan Hope, Midas’ chief
executive, said: “The changes
we have made signal our
intentions to become one of
the largest and most
successful construction
businesses in the UK, and a

major regional and national
force in the sector.”

He added that the company
was looking to build on its
core business areas, including
construction, and to exploit
opportunities for growth in
retail, interior fit-out and
affordable housing. 

Retail has been the
company’s fastest growing
area over the past two years.
The company carries out
refurbishments, extensions
and new-build projects.

The story of Midas’
growth can be seen at
www.building.co.uk/archive

Graham-Marr: no redundancies are expected
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