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By Tom Bill

June was another solid month for those
working in the less sexy parts of the industry.
Kier finished in top spot thanks to wins in
the social housing and water sectors; a £55m
facilities management deal for Sheffield
council and a £75m contract for United
Utilities, respectively. Not that glamour’s
important in the market at the moment.

Speaking after a quietly confident trading
update on Monday, John Dodds, the
contractor’s chief executive, said: “The big
question is which government will be in and
what they’ll do about spending. We’re
comfortable with our position but there is a
background of uncertainty.”

As he is sitting on a £90m pile of cash and
has a £600m social housing maintenance deal
for North Tyneside council in the bag, Dodds
is certainly more comfortable than most.

Willmott Dixon finished in second place and
probably would not mind being called dull
either. Chief executive John Frankiewicz
recently joked: “Boring is the new sexy”. In its
results last week, however, it conceded that it
may have gone too far down that route and
flagged up retail, leisure and PFI as exciting
sectors on the horizon.

Its wins included a £24.3m deal for
Coulsdon college in south London and the
£31.8m contract for Wembley Park Academy.

In total, £1.31bn of work was won by the top
30 contractors last month, less than £300m of
it in the commercial arena. The bigger
commercial wins included a £42.8m
Heathrow Hilton hotel deal for Sisk and a
£19.5m deal for Tesco won by West Yorkshire
based Caddick Construction.

Rok edged Laing O’Rourke into fourth spot
with wins that included a £66m deal for Moat
Housing Association and a £20m social
housing deal in Newcastle upon Tyne. Surely
only chief executive and instinctive marketeer
Garvis Snook could make those sound sexy.

Skanska was top of the list that included
infrastructure thanks to the massive £2.5bn
M25 widening deal it won in conjunction with
Balfour Beatty and Atkins.

kFor more rankings of UK contractors and 
consultants log on to www.building.co.uk/leaguetables

‘Boring’ sector bring in the 
cash for Kier in June
Business barometer Social housing shores up balance sheets as the commercial sector struggles

Number Total 
of projects value (£m)

1 Foster + Partners 3 1,827
2 Sheppard Robson 17 1,673
3 Building Design Partnership 24 1,129
4 Stanton Williams 4 1,032
5 Maccreanor Lavington 1 770
6 Allies and Morrison 5 683
7 KSS Group 6 550
8 Antel'iers Jean Nouvel 1 500
9 Pick Everard 15 445
10 Faulkner Browns 11 431
11 PRP Architects 22 422
12 Feilden Clegg Bradley Architects 9 417
13 Skidmore Owings & Merrill 1 400
14 Aedas 30 393
15 Broadway Malyan 17 373
16 The Bond Bryan Partnership 12 366
17 HOK International 9 348
18 RHWL Partnership 6 344
19 Chapman Taylor Partnership 5 342
20 Tribal Group 22 335

Total 220 12,777

Number Total 
of projects value (£m)

1 Partnerships for Schools 5 5,000
2 BAA Lynton 5 1,850
3 Ravenscraig Partnership 1 1,000
4 Exel 1 1,000
5 London & Continental Railways 1 1,000
6 London Borough of Hackney 8 896
7 Homes & Communities Agency 1 770
8 BDWTrading 1 750
9 London Borough of Southwark 15 748
10 Land Securities Group 7 736
11 Birmingham council 9 560
12 Galliard Homes 2 560
13 Airtricity Developments (Scotland) 1 548
14 Swindon council 6 509
15 Peel Media 7 483
16 Glasgow Housing Association 12 457
17 Olympic Delivery Authority 18 442
18 Midland Heart 19 425
19 Newlon Housing Trust 4 416
20 DP World 2 402

Total 125 18,553

TOP CONTRACTORS INCLUDING CIVILS
monthly work won, 1–30 June 2009

Number of Total
projects value (£m)

1 – Skanska 7 2,514
2 1 Balfour Beatty 66 256
3 6 Kier 38 235
4 18 Costain 6 144
5 21 Willmott Dixon 15 116
6 5 Rok 34 101
7 10 Laing O’Rourke 4 100
8 3 Morgan Sindall 29 93
9 22 Galliford Try 13 78
10 4 Interserve Projects 16 62
11 25 Sisk 2 56
12 14 Higgins Group 2 54
13 – Sir Robert McAlpine 2 47
14 16 ISG 31 41
15 2 Vinci Construction 23 33
16 9 Apollo Group 12 33
17 7 Wates 12 31
18 11 Amey 1 25
19 – Mulalley & Co 5 25
20 35 Leadbitter 6 24
21 17 BAM Nuttall 11 24
22 – McLaren Construction 10 23
23 – BAM Construct 4 23
24 32 Haymills 5 20
25 – Caddick 1 20
26 31 FM Conway 2 14
27 19 Volker Wessels 12 12
28 27 Thomas Vale 10 12
29 33 North Midland 10 12
30 – Dawnus 9 12

Total 398 4,239

TOP CONTRACTORS EXCLUDING CIVILS 
monthly work won, 1–30 June 2009

TOP ARCHITECTS
1 July 2008–30 June 2009

TOP CLIENTS/PROMOTERS
1 July 2008–30 June 2009

Number of Total
projects value (£m)

1 12 Kier 38 235
2 18 Willmott Dixon 15 116
3 4 Rok 34 101
4 8 Laing O’Rourke 4 100
5 5 Morgan Sindall 28 93
6 30 Galliford Try 10 75
7 3 Interserve Projects 14 57
8 21 Sisk 2 56
9 13 Higgins Group 2 54
10 – Sir Robert McAlpine 2 47
11 15 ISG 31 41
12 2 Vinci Construction 23 33
13 7 Apollo Group 12 33
14 1 Balfour Beatty 40 31
15 6 Wates 12 31
16 – Mulalley & Co 5 25
17 28 Leadbitter 6 24
18 – McLaren Construction 10 23
19 – BAM Construct 4 23
20 27 Haymills 5 20
21 – Caddick 1 20
22 29 North Midland 10 12
23 24 Thomas Vale 8 11
24 – Bowmer & Kirkland 8 11
25 – SDC Construction 3 8
26 – Tolent 5 7
27 19 Midas Group 9 7
28 22 Breyer Group 10 5
29 – Ogilvie 1 5
30 – Blenheim House Construction 3 5

Total 355 1,309
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Number Total 
of projects value (£m)

1 Turner & Townsend 125 2,338
2 EC Harris 61 2,317
3 Davis Langdon 116 1,333
4 Gleeds 58 761
5 Gardiner & Theobald 58 681
6 Cyril Sweett 66 494
7 Faithful + Gould 45 430
8 Deacon & Jones 4 345
9 DBK Group 25 308
10 Arcadis AYH 10 299
11 Glasgow City 2 252
12 Thomson Gray Partnership 11 235
13 Northcroft 32 232
14 Currie & Brown UK 28 229
15 Pick Everard 4 219
16 Stace 55 200
17 Franklin + Andrews 16 188
18 Calford Seadon 10 176
19 Frost Associates 2 156
20 Tweeds 28 147

Total 756 11,342

Number of Total
projects value(£m)

1 Balfour Beatty 773 6,196
20 Skanska 85 2,872
3 Carillion 168 2,380
2 Laing O’Rourke 36 1,846
5 Morgan Sindall 365 1,702
6 Kier 313 1,494
7 Rok 311 1,318
8 BAM Construct 57 1,245
4 Costain 46 1,197
9 Amey 40 1,090
10 Wates 181 971
11 Willmott Dixon 126 795
12 Morrison Utility Services 48 763
16 Galliford Try 100 581
13 ISG 269 574
14 Sir Robert McAlpine 16 557
19 Interserve Projects 173 482
18 Bowmer & Kirkland 72 422
21 BAM Nuttall 75 402
17 Vinci Construction 107 398
24 Von Roll Inova 1 350
23 Miller 18 336
15 Apollo Group 97 322
28 Higgins Group 16 318
22 Norwest Holst 33 315
26 Lakehouse 63 295
25 Volker Wessels 50 254
30 Midas Group 76 191
34 Sisk 12 189
31 Bovis Lend Lease 6 182

Total 3,733 30,034

TOP QUANTITY SURVEYORS
1 July 2008–30 June 2009

YEARLY WORK WON
1 July 2008–30 June 2009

This information is compiled for Building by 
Barbour ABI. Call 0151-3533 500, email
Info@ABIBuildingData.com or see 
www.barbour-abi.com
� Barbour ABI’s figures include UK contracts
with a value of £100,000 or above, and all
work awarded by negotiation or competitive
tender, including residential and civils work,
unless stated otherwise.

The acquisition of two Verry Construction
contracts will add £40m to McLaren
Construction’s top line next year, writes 
Tom Bill.

Speaking after the Essex-based contractor
announced its results for the year to 31 July
2008, finance director John Bailey said the
two schemes would account for 25% of its
estimated £150m turnover in 2010.

He said: “The Verry deal has enabled us to
get into new markets and pick up great jobs
like the City of Westminster college [pictured]
and Hackney Building Schools for the 
Future deal.”

Turnover in 2008 was flat, falling slightly
from £133.8m to £131.9m, a figure that Bailey
said would be similar in 2009.

Pre-tax profit fell 69% from £5.5m to £1.7m,
largely as a result of a higher contribution to
the company’s employee benefit trust. The
company ended the year with net cash of
£17.9m, a figure that will fall to about £14m
at the end of July 2009.

Bailey also outlined the company’s plans to
break into Dubai and said it had not been put
off by reports that the financial bubble had
burst in the UAE.

He said: “There have been problems on the
residential side in Dubai but there is still a
market for industrial and commercial work.”

A company statement indicated that more
acquisitions may follow the Verry deal. It
said: “McLaren managed its exposure to the
current economic climate by continuing to
ensure zero borrowings with large cash
reserves. Moving into the following year, we

will complete acquisitions of suitable
companies in order to establish ourselves
further in certain market sectors.”

According to the accounts, McLaren owner
Kevin Taylor received £14.1m although Bailey
said most of that figure was a payment to the
company’s employee benefit trust. It is
understood Taylor took home a six-figure sum.

Taylor, who has a 94% stake in McLaren,
founded the company in 2001.

kwww.building.co.uk/finance

Currie & Brown buys surveyor
Currie & Brown has bought
Jersey-based building surveyor
Hill Associates for an
undisclosed sum. The
consultant said its acquisition
of the 20 year-old firm 
would boost its business in the
region. 

Rob Luscombe, Currie &
Brown’s associate director, will
head the business while Hill
Associates founder Tony Hill will
join Currie & Brown. 

David Broomer, chairman of
Currie & Brown, said: “This
demonstrates the willingness of
Currie & Brown to make
strategic acquisitions.”

Redrow and Barratt hopeful
Redrow and Barratt both
pointed to signs of stabilisation
in the housing market at trading
updates last week. 

However, despite the
assertion, Redrow warned that
its results for the year to 
30 June 2009 would be at the
lower end of analysts’ estimates
and reported a 46% drop in
completions from 3,925 to
2,113 over the year. 

Meanwhile, Barratt reported 
a 29% fall from 18,588 to
13,202 over the same period
as the average selling price of a
home fell from £156,900 to
£137,500.

Kier profit on track at £51m
Kier has said its full-year
results for the year to 30 June
2009 will meet market
expectations, thanks to
contract wins in education 
and health. 

One consensus forecast for
the company is for a £50.6m 
pre-tax profit on turnover of
£2.2bn. Kier also said it was
restarting construction on a
number of housing sites, as 
its Partnership Homes division
had found that prices were
beginning to stabilise in certain
parts of the country. It sold
1,140 units over the year, a
45% drop on 2008.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Verry contracts will provide
25% of McLaren turnover
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MOVING INTO THE
FOLLOWING YEAR, WE WILL
COMPLETE ACQUISITIONS 
OF SUITABLE COMPANIES
MCLAREN STATEMENT
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