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The new year got off to a strong start with
contractors picking up more than 360
contracts worth £2.4bn in January – a 41%
increase on December.

Bovis Lend Lease secured pole position in
2007 thanks to a quartet of contracts valued
at £451m.

Public sector work accounted for £385m of
Bovis’ deals, with commercial deals making
up the remainder. The biggest win was a
£335m contract with the Ministry of Defence
to provide single living accommodation
across barracks in the UK.

Second place went to HBG Construction,
whose 32 contracts brought it £374m of 
work. It had a fairly even mix of schemes,
with £199m of public and £174m of
commercial contracts. HBG’s projects
included the £46m Glasgow Maritime
Museum by Zaha Hadid.

Social housing maintenance specialist
Inspace made a rare appearance in the 
upper reaches of the list, coming third in
January with deals worth £192m. Inspace’s
contract wins include a nationwide £42m
scheme for Connected Consortium and a
£27.5m project for Places for People in
Warburton, near Manchester.

South of England contractor Apollo Group
came fourth thanks to six contracts worth
£160m in total. Sir Robert McAlpine came a
close fifth with £150m from a single contract
for a shopping centre in Bath, for clients
Multi Development and Morley Fund
Management.

In the rolling table, Balfour Beatty remained
at the top, with a dominant lead. During the
12 months to 31 January 2007, it secured 907
contracts worth more than £3.5bn.

Bovis’ strong performance last month
pushed it into second place. However it
remains £1.5bn behind the leader, with 30
contracts equal to about £2bn. In the regional
table Bovis led the way in the north of
England, the South-west and Wales.

Bovis’ promotion pushes Skanska into 
third position with £1.9bn from 196 
contract wins.

For more Building league tables, log on to
www.building.co.uk/leaguetables

A happy new year for Bovis
as it tops the charts
Business barometer Contractor takes the lead with £451m worth of projects in January

Number Total 
of projects value (£m)

1 Allies & Morrison 1,179 11
2 HOK International 1,140 11
3 EDAW 1,115 7
4 Holder Mathias Architects 1,022 17
5 Building Design Partnership 954 39
6 McAslan + Partners 554 8
7 Mott MacDonald Group 550 1
8 Chapman Taylor Partnership 508 7
9 Kohn Pedersen Fox 500 1
10 Squire and Partners 483 5
11 Aedas Architects 466 74
12 RPS Burks Green 412 26
13 Sheppard Robson 410 17
14 Capita Symonds 337 35
15 HLM Architects 334 18
16 Carey Jones Architects 307 11
17 CZWG Architects 301 2
18 Jones Architects 267 10
19 PRP Architects 254 18
20 SMC Alsop 250 1

Total 11,343 319

Number Total 
of projects value (£m)

1 British Nuclear Fuels 2 6,503
2 Defence Estates 4 3,160
3 Birmingham council 33 2,315
4 Olympic Delivery Authority 8 1,565
5 Defence 16 1,329
6 Highways Agency 44 847
7 Hammersmith and Fulham 10 776
8 Land Securities 13 637
9 Greenwich 9 572
10 Scottish Water 3 501
11 Heron Property Corporation 1 500
12 Edinburgh council 5 461
13 2010 Rotherham 1 330
14 Rotherham council 5 320
15 South-East England Development 3 305
16 BG 5 283
17 Centrica Langage 1 273
18 Leeds council 9 245
19 Strategic Rail Authority 1 240
20 Glasgow council 31 234

Total 204 21,396

Top contractors including civils
monthly work won, 1–31 January 2007

Number of Total
projects value (£m)

1 (2) Bovis Lend Lease 4 451
2 (–) HBG Construction 32 374
3 (21) Edmund Nuttall 9 208
4 (–) Inspace 16 193
5 (11) Morgan Sindall 59 193
6 (13) Apollo Group 6 160
7 (15) Sir Robert McAlpine 1 150
8 (6) Balfour Beatty 54 144
9 (17) Wates 23 130
10 (5) Miller 3 126
11 (25) Bowmer & Kirkland 15 103
12 (8) Skanska 16 94
13 (1) Kier 37 68
14 (12) ISG Interior Exterior 9 59
15 (20) Styles & Wood 10 51
16 (9) Galliford Try 10 45
17 (23) Rok 28 40
18 (–) Buckingham Group 5 35
19 (26) Midas Group 13 32
20 (18) Norwest Holst 3 31
21 (31) Interserve Projects 30 29
22 (7) Carillion 21 29
23 (–) Clugston 2 27
24 (29) Renew (was Montpellier) 19 27
25 (3) Laing O'Rourke 2 26
26 (27) Birse 5 26
27 (–) HG Construction 1 20
28 (14) Tolent 5 19
29 (–) Costain 1 18
30 (4) Barr 6 18

Total 445 2,926

Top contractors excluding civils 
monthly work won, 1–31 January 2007

Top architects
1 February 2006–31 January 2007

Top clients/promoters
1 February 2006–31 January 2007

Number of Total
projects value (£m)

1 (2) Bovis Lend Lease 4 451
2 (–) HBG Construction 32 374
3 (–) Inspace 16 193
4 (9 Apollo Group 6 160
5 (12) Sir Robert McAlpine 1 150
6 (14) Wates 23 130
7 (5) Miller 3 126
8 (23) Bowmer & Kirkland 14 103
9 (7) Morgan Sindall 52 83
10 (1) Kier 35 65
11 (25) Skanska 6 61
12 (8) ISG Interior Exterior 9 59
13 (10) Balfour Beatty 31 54
14 (19) Styles & Wood 10 51
15 (21) Rok 27 39
16 (–) Buckingham Group 3 33
17 (24) Midas Group 13 32
18 (–) Clugston 2 27
19 (16) Norwest Holst 1 26
20 (3) Laing O’Rourke 2 26
21 (15) Carillion 12 24
22 (29) Renew (was Montpellier) 8 20
23 (–) HG Construction 1 20
24 (11) Tolent 5 19
25 (–) Costain 1 18
26 (4) Barr 4 17
27 (–) Jarvis Group Harpenden 4 17
28 (30) Crispin & Borst 7 16
29 (41) Willmott Dixon 6 15
30 (35) Interserve Projects 25 14

Total 363 2,423
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Number Total 
of projects value (£m)

1 EC Harris 5 2,228
2 Turner & Townsend 1 900
3 Davis Langdon 25 848
4 Franklin + Andrews 59 609
5 Gleeds 26 606
6 Cyril Sweett 3 501
7 Gardiner & Theobald 7 390
8 Burnley Wilson & Fish 30 363
9 Tweeds 4 310
10 Faithful & Gould 1 300
11 Bucknall Austin 1 273
12 Intec Management 23 259
13 AYH 1 250
14 WT Partnership 1 240
15 Doig & Smith 1 190
16 Back Group 14 189
17 Thomas & Adamson 19 187
18 Laing O’Rourke 17 177
19 Thornton-Firkin & Partners 34 175
20 AA Projects 1 172

Total 273 9,167

Number of Total
projects value(£m)

1 (1) Balfour Beatty 907 3,580
2 (4) Bovis Lend Lease 30 2,091
3 (2) Skanska 196 1,922
4 (7) Morgan Sindall 458 1,637
5 (3) Kier 500 1,613
6 (6) Carillion 117 1,596
7 (5) Laing O'Rourke 73 1,520
8 (8) Sir Robert McAlpine 28 1,100
9 (12) HBG Construction 91 930
10 (9) Rok 342 858
11 (11) Wates 201 777
12 (10) Taylor Woodrow 40 702
13 (13) Bowmer & Kirkland 110 667
14 (14) Galliford Try 71 563
15 (23) Edmund Nuttall 99 495
16 (18) ISG Interior Exterior 65 452
17 (17) Interserve Projects 327 40
18 (15) Norwest Holst 45 434
19 (16) Miller 40 406
20 (19) Morrison 46 387
21 (20) Barr 50 367
22 (22) Costain 43 340
23 (21) Willmott Dixon 59 338
24 (41) Apollo Group 39 297
25 (24) Leadbitter 86 283
26 (43) Inspace 30 282
27 (30) Styles & Wood 69 265
28 (27) Sisk 30 243
29 (31) Birse 58 243
30 (26) Osborne 83 241

Total 4333 24,669

Top quantity surveyors
1 February 2006–31 January 2007

Yearly work won, 1 Feb 2006–31 Jan 2007

This information is compiled for Building by 
Barbour ABI. Call 0151-353 3500, email
Info@ABIBuildingData.com or see 
www.barbour-abi.com
■ Barbour ABI’s figures include UK contracts
with a value of £100,000 or above, and all
work awarded by negotiation or competitive
tender, including residential and civils work,
unless stated otherwise.

Stephen Hodder, the first winner of the
Stirling Prize, is to turn his practice into 
a limited company, and his wife Claire is
likely to become managing director, writes
Mark Leftly.

Hodder said he intended to make the change
from sole trader, as Hodder Associates, to
limited company next month, before the end
of the tax year. This will mean the firm will
pay less tax, as its profit is currently charged
at 40% income tax. “The limited structure is a
more tax efficient model,” said Hodder.

It will also allow him to make three of the
associates into partners. Although the
positions are yet to be finalised, it looks likely
that Hodder will become chairman, his wife
Claire Hodder managing director, Jon Davies
design director and Andrew Burningham
technical director.

Hodder added that the partners will have
stakes in the company, though he will retain a
majority, with the possibility of succeeding
him in future. He said: “I want people at
associate level to stay. People want to see a
career path for themselves, and that’s not just
about salaries.”

It is likely the firm’s name will change to
Hodder and Partners or Hodder Associates

Ltd. Hodder had not made the change before
as he had not looked at the succession issue
and had been distracted by a heavy workload.

This workload is likely to be reflected in its
results. Hodder said the firm will make £1m
turnover in the current financial year, with a
pre-tax profit of £400,000, up from £600,000
turnover and £200,000 pre-tax profit last year.

He said the rapid growth was partly driven
by a new client – Manchester-based developer
MCR Property Group. The firm is working on
12 projects for the MCR, including a £55m
residential block in central Manchester.

Hodder’s Clissold Leisure Centre in
Hackney, east London, which has been 
the subject of lengthy remedial work and
legal wrangling, is due to re-open this
summer.

Building buys a pint for Hodder Associates P34

Hodder set for limited status

People want to see
a career path for
themselves, and that’s
not just about salaries
STEPHEN HODDER

50 firms line up for Amec sale
About 50 companies have
expressed an interest in
buying all or some of Amec’s
built environment business.

The news comes as the
support services group sells
the first of its non-core
businesses as part of a
restructuring. 

Amec said that about 50
companies have asked to be
notified of the sale of its built
environment business, which
includes PPP investments,
construction and property
development. 

The company has appointed
banks NM Rothschild and UBS
as its advisers for the sale. 

This week Amec sold its
50% stake in Amec Spie Rail
Systems to French
infrastructure company Colas
for an undisclosed amount.
The business, whose major
client is Network Rail, employs
500 people and generated
revenue of £156m in 2005. 

The disposals are part of a
restructuring announced by
Samir Brikho, its new chief
executive, in December. The
firm is to leave the
construction sector to
concentrate on energy work.

Some doubts have been
raised over Amec’s ability to
find a buyer for its

construction division,
which has been plagued by
multimillion-pound
writedowns over the past
few years.

However, as first reported
by Building, contractor Kier is
interested in the property
division and German
contractor Hochtief has 
been linked to the PPP
investments. 

Brikho said: “The disposal 
of our interest to Colas is
consistent with my objective
of finding strong purchasers
with good prospects for all of
the Built Environment
businesses.”

Hodder’s National Wildflower Centre in Knowsley
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