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Bovis Lend Lease held on to the top spot in
the contractors league for April thanks to two
large commercial wins from Land Securities
in Cardiff, worth £316m together.

The deals were for the St David’s 2 scheme
in the Welsh capital, which is the
modernisation and extension of the existing
St David’s centre. They include a £285m
contract for a Land Securities/Capital
Shopping joint venture, and a smaller scheme
for Land Securities.

The Welsh wins were enough to keep Bovis
almost £100m clear of Laing O’Rourke. Ray
O’Rourke’s company rose to second from
sixth place in March thanks to 12 contracts
totalling £221m.

Both firms did well in the commercial
sector, which continued to perform strongly
in April. It provided contractors with £1.1bn
of work, putting it well in front of the public
sector, which provided £593m, and housing,
which provided £515m.

Another contractor which was buoyed by
the strong commercial market was Skanska,
which leapt to seventh from 46 last month
after winning £105m of projects in the sector.

Leadbitter also enjoyed a change of fortune
after a dry March: the Oxfordshire-based
company rose to sixth place with 21 project
wins totalling £113m, including two housing
projects on Stanhope sites.

HBG, which won a £84m Building Schools
for the Future package at Solihull in the 
West Midlands during April, came third 
in the monthly league. The contractor,
which won most of its £160m workload 
from public sector clients, also scored a 
£30m deal to build Anniesland College in
Scotland.

Bovis Lend Lease remains top when civils
are included, although Balfour Beatty
leapfrogs Laing O’Rourke to second place.
Balfour Beatty, whose biggest win was a
£36m infrastructure PFI for Derby council,
retained its place at the top of the cumulative
league with a total of £3.5bn of work won
over the past 12 months. This puts it £1.5bn
ahead of Bovis, which won £2.1bn of work
over the same period. The biggest mover in
this table was Birse, the Balfour Beatty
subsidiary, which rose four places to 28.

Welsh wins keep Bovis on
top of contractors table
Business barometer Cardiff malls keep Australian firm clear of second-placed Laing O’Rourke

Number Total 
of projects value (£m)

1 Allies & Morrison 14 1,209
2 HOK International 10 1,138
3 EDAW 7 1,115
4 Holder Mathias Architects 17 1,022
5 Building Design Partnership 35 748
6 Mott MacDonald Group 1 550
7 Kohn Pedersen Fox 1 500
8 Sheppard Robson 23 488
9 Carey Jones Architects 15 485
10 Michael Squire and Partners 5 478
11 Aedas 65 465
12 Chapman Taylor Partnership 7 459
13 McAslan + Partners 4 455
14 Broadway Malyan 22 372
15 Leslie Jones Architects 13 368
16 Capita Symonds 38 353
17 Hamilton Associates 12 332
18 CZWG Architects 2 301
19 HLM Architects 19 292
20 3D 32 268

Total 342 11,398

Number Total 
of projects value (£m)

1 British Nuclear Fuels 1 6,500
2 Environment Agency 4 2,000
3 Olympic Delivery Authority 8 1,565
4 Ministry of Defence 12 1,295
5 Land Securities 18 758
6 Greenwich council 2 550
7 Heron Corporation 1 500
8 Edinburgh council 4 460
9 Portsmouth Housing Association 11 351
10 2010 Rotherham 1 330
11 Rotherham council 5 320
12 SEEDA 2 302
13 Tees Valley Regeneration 1 300
14 Blackpool council 1 300
15 BG 5 283
16 Centrica Langage 1 273
17 Highways Agency 34 268
18 Stannifer 2 256
19 Scottish Water 2 251
20 Strategic Rail Authority 1 240

Total 116 17,102

Top contractors including civils
monthly work won, 1–30 April 2007

Number of Total
projects value (£m)

1 1 Bovis Lend Lease 4 319
2 4 Balfour Beatty 82 255
3 8 Laing O’Rourke 12 221
4 14 HBG Construction 14 160
5 6 Kier 46 147
6 21 Interserve Projects 25 117
7 27 Skanska 11 116
8 – Leadbitter 21 113
9 22 Norwest Holst 7 101
10 12 Galliford Try 16 97
11 2 Rok 47 94
12 20 Wates 24 90
13 9 Taylor Woodrow 10 87
14 17 Bowmer & Kirkland 9 75
15 3 Morgan Sindall 41 64
16 10 Carillion 13 64
17 – Rydon 5 47
18 31 Willmott Dixon 3 46
19 11 Costain 6 43
20 29 Miller 2 43
21 25 ISG Interior Exterior 14 37
22 33 Cowlin 7 37
23 19 Renew (was Montpellier) 13 36
24 34 Midas Group 9 29
25 30 Inspace 2 29
26 – Birse 4 28
27 50 Fitzpatrick 5 23
28 – Styles & Wood 8 22
29 16 Apollo Group 11 21
30 – Eric Wright 10 19

Total 481 2,580

Top contractors excluding civils 
monthly work won, 1–30 April 2007

Top architects
1 April 2006–31 March 2007

Top clients/promoters
1 April 2006–31 March 2007

Number of Total
projects value (£m)

1 1 Bovis Lend Lease 2 316
2 6 Laing O’Rourke 12 221
3 9 HBG Construction 14 160
4 3 Balfour Beatty 69 147
5 5 Kier 45 138
6 – Leadbitter 21 113
7 46 Skanska 4 105
8 2 Rok 47 94
9 24 Norwest Holst 6 93
10 16 Wates 24 90
11 7 Taylor Woodrow 10 87
12 18 Galliford Try 10 78
13 14 Bowmer & Kirkland 9 75
14 13 Morgan Sindall 39 61
15 22 Interserve Projects 14 53
16 – Rydon 5 47
17 28 Willmott Dixon 3 46
18 26 Miller 2 43
19 21 ISG Interior Exterior 14 37
20 29 Cowlin 7 37
21 31 Midas Group 9 29
22 27 Inspace 2 29
23 12 Carillion 2 22
24 – Styles & Wood 8 22
25 11 Apollo Group 11 21
26 49 Fitzpatrick 4 15
27 – North Midland 13 14
28 – Gleeson 2 14
29 35 Pearce 7 14
30 38 David McLean 1 13

Total 416 2,234
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Number Total 
of projects value (£m)

1 EC Harris 84 5,055
2 Turner & Townsend 57 3,721
3 Davis Langdon 138 2,120
4 Franklin and Andrews 75 1,425
5 Gleeds 66 670
6 Gardiner & Theobald 52 612
7 Sweett 37 587
8 Faithful & Gould 75 380
9 Burnley Wilson & Fish 15 340
10 AYH 29 338
11 Welling Partnership 8 335
12 Back Group 39 327
13 Tweeds 70 294
14 Intec Management 1 273
15 Northcroft 48 261
16 WT Partnership 46 2511
17 Doig & Smith 14 218
18 Laing O’Rourke, 1 200
19 Jackson Coles Partnership 32 200
20 Thomas & Adamson 2 197

Total 889 20,064

Number of Total
projects value(£m)

1 1 Balfour Beatty 797 3,555
2 2 Bovis Lend Lease 31 2,083
3 3 Skanska 162 1,957
4 6 Kier 485 1,746
5 7 Laing O’Rourke 85 1,702
6 5 Morgan Sindall 444 1,623
7 8 HBG Construction 105 1,428
8 4 Carillion 172 1,302
9 9 Rok 374 1,009
10 10 Wates 196 911
11 11 Taylor Woodrow 62 854
12 12 Galliford Try 111 778
13 13 Bowmer & Kirkland 105 599
14 14 Sir Robert McAlpine 21 595
15 16 Norwest Holst 54 552
16 18 Interserve Projects 321 545
17 15 Apollo Group 75 523
18 17 Edmund Nuttall 88 464
19 20 ISG Interior Exterior 93 439
20 19 Miller 37 422
21 21 Barr 49 364
22 24 Inspace 39 345
23 27 Leadbitter 87 329
24 22 Costain 40 308
25 26 May Gurney 39 283
26 28 Renew (was Montpellier) 138 279
27 25 Willmott Dixon 49 269
28 32 Birse 60 258
29 29 Cowlin 50 252
30 30 Lakehouse Contracts 65 228

Total 4,434 26,002

Top quantity surveyors
1 April 2006–31 March 2007

Yearly work won
1 April 2006–31 March 2007

This information is compiled for Building by 
Barbour ABI. Call 0151-353 3500, email
Info@ABIBuildingData.com or see 
www.barbour-abi.com
■ Barbour ABI’s figures include UK contracts
with a value of £100,000 or above, and all
work awarded by negotiation or competitive
tender, including residential and civils work,
unless stated otherwise.

Consultant Currie & Brown is to lose its
Building Schools for the Future (BSF) head in
the third director-level departure from its PFI
team in a month, writes Emily Wright.

It emerged this week that Mike Walker,
the consultant’s national BSF framework
co-ordinator, will leave in July. He is leaving
to take on a new role in Metronet’s risk
assessment division.

The departure is a further blow to the
group’s PFI/PPP division, coming just weeks
after international consultant WSP poached
Steve Prior, its PFI director and Gary
McCarthy, a divisional director. Prior is now
head of WSP’s PPP and project finance
division with McCarthy working alongside
him as a technical director. It also emerged
this week that Martin Taylor, a management
and marketing director has left to head MDA’s
Brighton office.

The moves are the latest in a series of
high-profile departures from Currie & Brown,
which restructured its business earlier this
year. Six directors left in 2005, over “cultural
differences”. Angus McLean was chairman
until he left last May.

The group’s PFI department has
traditionally been strong, and the flurry 

of departures will be a setback.
A Currie & Brown spokesperson confirmed

that Walker would leave the group but said:
“Part and parcel of running any successful
business is that people come and go. We have
such a strong pool of talent here that we’re
able to maintain a level of continuity that
makes any change in personnel largely
invisible to our clients.”

Also this week, it emerged that recently
restructured consultant Capita Symonds has
poached eight new members of staff to make
up its new security and aviation divisions.

Among these was Grahame Power-Hosking,
a former Atkins director who will lead the
aviation division.

Read the history of Currie & Brown at
www.building.co.uk/archive

Currie & Brown loses BSF head

Part and parcel of
running any successful
business is that people
come and go
CURRIE & BROWN SPOKESPERSON

Renew’s profit leaps 72%
Renew, the contractor
formerly named Montpellier,
has reported a 72% rise in
interim profit after a
restructuring.

Pre-tax profit rose to 
£3.1m for the six months to
31 March 2007, compared
with £1.8m in its previous
first half. Turnover rose 6%
to £173m.

At the end of last year the
company, which is listed on
the alternative investment
market, divided itself into two
divisions, specialist building
and specialist engineering.
Both reported strong results. 

As part of its rebuilding

after the £6.9m loss
sustained by Montpellier in
2004, Renew is considering
acquisitions in the nuclear and
land remediation sectors,
which make up its engineering
business. 

The company has appointed
David Walker from
PriceWaterhouse Coopers as
the corporate development
officer who will lead the
expansion.  

The firm has recently been
awarded its third framework
contract at Sellafield, to
provide M&E services and
minor civil works. This is
expected to be worth £25m

over the next two years.
The company, which is based

in London, is relocating its
head office to Yorkshire this
summer to better reflect the
spread of its work.

Brian May, chief executive,
said: “I’m confident about
delivering further
improvement in the second
half of this year.” 

He added that the firm was
looking to further grow
margins in its building division.
Renew changed its name from
Montpellier at the end of
2005 after the firm brought in
Brian May to help it recover
from losses. 

Walker: Leaving to join Metronet in July
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