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Waste management regulation summarised
LEGISLATION

OBLIGATIONS IMPOSED

The Environmental
Protection Act
1990 (Part 2)

Unless a waste management licence or appropriate permit has been issued which authorises the operation in
question, it is an offence to:
• deposit controlled waste, knowingly cause or permit controlled waste to be deposited in or on land or by means of
any mobile plant
• treat, keep or dispose of controlled waste, or knowingly cause or knowingly permit controlled waste to be treated,
kept or disposed of in or on any land, or by means of any mobile plant.
It is also an offence to keep, treat or dispose of controlled waste in a manner likely to cause pollution of the environment
or harm to human health. (This applies whether a waste management licence has been issued or not.)

Waste
Management
Licensing
Regulations 1994

Sets out the regime for the issue of waste management licences including provisions for appealing.

Landfill Tax
Regulations 1996

If waste is disposed of at a landfill site, then the material is liable for landfill tax. This is intended to discourage disposal
of waste by landfill. There are two rates of tax:
• Lower rate (for inactive waste): £2 per tonne
• Standard rate: £21 per tonne (2006/2007) and £24 per tonne (2007/2008) with the rate increasing by £3 per tonne
each subsequent tax year until it reaches £35 per tonne.

The Landfill
(England & Wales)
Regulations 2002

The regulations require that all landfill sites are classified as hazardous, non-hazardous or inert according to the class of
waste accepted and specify waste acceptance criteria and waste acceptance procedures for the different types of
landfill sites. The regulations specify monitoring and post landfill closure requirements and ban the landfilling of
substances such as liquid waste and infectious clinical waste.

Hazardous Waste
(England & Wales)
Regulations 2005

It is an offence for hazardous waste to be collected from a site that has not been registered unless it is exempt.
Hazardous waste includes PC monitors, PC base units, TVs and fluorescent tubes.
The regulations prohibit the mixing of different categories of hazardous waste or the mixing of hazardous waste with
non hazardous waste or other substances and materials by anyone, including the producer, unless the mixing is
authorised by a permit or exemption.
Hazardous waste must be pre-treated before disposal, by, for example, compaction, containerisation, wetting or
dilution.
Since 2005, the number of landfill sites accepting hazardous waste has been reduced. Certain hazardous wastes
may no longer be land filled at all, such as contaminated soil at brown field sites which are to be removed, any liquid
wastes, explosives, corrosive, highly inflammable wastes, medical waste, fluorescent tubes, televisions and computer
monitors.

Waste Electrical &
Electronic
Equipment
Regulations 2006

The WEEE Regulations aim to minimise the impact of electrical and electronic goods (EEE) on the environment, by
increasing re-use and recycling and reducing the amount of EEE going to landfill. It seeks to achieve this by making
producers responsible for financing the collection, treatment, and recovery of waste electrical equipment from 1st July
2007, and by obliging distributors to allow consumers to return their waste equipment free of charge. The regulations
do not apply to electrical goods that are part of the fabric of a building such as lifts but do apply to, for example, CCTV
security cameras installed into buildings.

improve resource efficiency, waste
minimisation and recycling within the
construction sector,to reduce its impact
on landfill and to reduce fly tipping.
Anyone carrying out a construction
project on a site with an estimated
project value greater than £250,000 will
have to produce a SWMP before works
start. The plan must include the type of
works proposed, a description of what
sort of waste is likely, an estimate of its
volume and how it will be dealt with
(reusing, recycling or outright disposal).
The plan must be updated regularly
during the works as waste is removed
and, further, must be kept for a period of
two years after completion. Projects worth
more than £500,000 will have to include
more detailed information:
■ the identity of the waste management
contractor removing the waste

■ the waste carrier registration of the
carrier, and
■ a copy of or reference to the written
description of the waste in
accordance with section 34 of the
Environmental Protection Act 1990.
Further, to ensure the SWMP
accurately reflects the progress of the
project, the principal contractor must
regularly review the plan, record the
types and quantities of waste produced,
and record the types and quantities of
waste re-used (both on site and off site),
recycled for use (both on site and off
site), sent to a recycling facility, sent to a
waste management licence exempt site
or sent to a landfill site for disposal.
Failure to comply with the regulations
by, for example, failing to produce or
update a SWMP, forging a SWMP or
making false statements in a SWMP will

The amount of regulation over
the next few years is only going
to increase and the changes will
affect business just as much as
private individuals
be an offence punishable by a fine or
imprisonment or both.
■ WRAP runs workshops on SWMPs to
help organisations better understand
the best practices available and
highlight how SWMPs can be used to
improve overall business performance
and improve their bottom line. It also has
a variety of resources online, including
case studies of leading construction
contractors that provide information on
the full benefits of waste management.
For more information go to
www.wrap.org.uk/construction.
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