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Bovis Lend Lease’s £351m deal to redevelop
the 37-acre Media City site in Salford, Greater
Manchester, propelled it to the top of the
leader board in January.

Bovis will act as management contractor on
the scheme, which will give the BBC a new
headquarters in north-west England. It also
picked up a £27.5m deal for the John Lennon
airport hotel in Liverpool.

In contrast to Bovis, which won only four
contracts, Morgan Sindall moved up from
number nine to the second spot after
hoovering up 33 jobs, together worth £264m.

Sir Robert McAlpine made the most
spectacular leap up the table in January,
shooting up from 34 to take the third spot
with contracts worth £255m. These included
two commercial deals in the London financial
services sector: a £168m project for Swiss
banking group UBS and a £87m deal with
financial consultant Mourant & Co.

HBG had another solid month, slipping one
place to number four. Its £242m-worth of
wins included a £140m deal with the Medical
Research Council in Cambridge and a £58m
win with Harrison Developments in Lichfield,
Staffordshire.

Balfour Beatty added 28 deals in January to
the 46 it won in December, giving it a total of
£158m. They included a £40m job with
Defence Estates at RAF Menwith Hill in
Yorkshire and a £26m contract at Langside
College in Glasgow.

Miller stayed in the top 10, despite the
distraction of a power struggle within the
Miller family for control over the company.
It won 28 projects with a combined value 
of £134m.

Kier, Carillion, Rok and Sisk made up the
rest of the top 10. Sisk was not placed in
December but won £59m-worth of work in
January, including a £20.8m deal for Great
Edge Hotels in London.

If civils work is counted, Laing O’Rourke
and Skanska enter the top 10. And in our
rolling total for the past 12 months, Balfour
Beatty and Laing O’Rourke remained in the
top two positions but Kier leapfrogged HBG
to take the number three spot.
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Bovis bounds to top – with a
little help from the Beeb
Business barometer £351m Salford Media City takes contractor to number one in January

Number Total 
of projects value (£m)

1 Foster + Partners 4 1,984
2 Building Design Partnership 47 1,159
3 Broadway Malyan 21 1,079
4 Renzo Piano Building Workshop 1 750
5 Kohn Pedersen Fox 2 575
6 Aedas 55 570
7 Leslie Jones Architects 8 455
8 Sheppard Robson 13 449
9 Fairhursts Design Group 6 415
10 Carey Jones Architects 14 405
11 Tribal Group 39 381
12 John McAslan + Partners 8 381
13 Allies and Morrison 9 380
14 Hamilton Associates 21 364
15 RPS 26 290
16 Arup 5 277
17 DLA Architecture 12 266
18 3D Reid 2 250
19 Pascal & Watson Architects 1 250
20 HLM Architects 12 241

Total 306 10,922

Number Total 
of projects value (£m)

1 Highways Agency 14 3,011
2 BAA Lynton 4 2,051
3 Environment Agency 5 2,002
4 Ravenscraig Partnership 1 1,000
5 GMPTE 1 900
6 Waste Recycling Group 3 900
7 Sellar Property Group 3 776
8 DIFA Fonds NR1 1 500
9 Network Rail 20 456
10 British Land Corporation 3 401
11 Olympic Delivery Authority 7 400
12 Hampshire County Council 27 368
13 Portsmouth Housing Association 9 351
14 Dragons International Studio 1 350
15 University Hospital Birmingham 3 341
16 Docklands Light Railway 11 321
17 FCH Housing and Care 4 320
18 West Mercia Housing Group 8 314
19 English Partnerships 4 303
20 Peel Media 2 302

Total 131 15,366

Top contractors including civils
monthly work won, 1–31 January 2008

Number of Total
projects value (£m)

1 – Bovis Lend Lease 4 399
2 11 Morgan Sindall 35 289
3 39 Sir Robert McAlpine 2 255
4 3 HBG Construction 8 242
5 2 Balfour Beatty 33 173
6 8 Miller 6 134
7 1 Laing O’Rourke 4 132
8 4 Kier 29 123
9 5 Carillion 17 90
10 10 Skanska 4 60
11 14 Rok 24 59
12 – Sisk 9 59
13 36 ISG 26 56
14 13 Willmott Dixon 5 54
15 18 Apollo Group 15 53
16 7 Galliford Try 8 50
17 24 Higgins Group 2 46
18 25 Fitzpatrick 10 42
19 9 Interserve Projects 24 39
20 34 Taylor Woodrow 18 38
21 – Mulalley & Co 6 36
22 29 Warings 3 23
23 17 Dean & Dyball 11 22
24 – Caddick 2 22
25 – Modus Group 18 21
26 20 Bowmer & Kirkland 6 18
27 47 Midas Group 11 16
28 21 Birse 3 13
29 28 Edmund Nuttall 5 12
30 – Andrew Scott 1 12

Total 349 2,584

Top contractors excluding civils 
monthly work won, 1–31 January 2008

Top architects
1 February 2007–31 January 2008

Top clients/promoters
1 February 2007–31 January 2008

Number of Total
projects value (£m)

1 – Bovis Lend Lease 4 399
2 9 Morgan Sindall 33 264
3 34 Sir Robert McAlpine 2 255
4 3 HBG Construction 8 242
5 2 Balfour Beatty 28 158
6 8 Miller 6 134
7 4 Kier 28 121
8 6 Carillion 8 75
9 12 Rok 24 59
10 – Sisk 9 59
11 31 ISG 26 56
12 14 Skanska 2 54
13 11 Willmott Dixon 5 54
14 15 Apollo Group 15 53
15 5 Galliford Try 8 50
16 1 Laing O’Rourke 3 47
17 19 Higgins Group 2 46
18 – Mulalley & Co 6 36
19 21 Interserve Projects 21 34
20 25 Fitzpatrick 2 31
21 23 Warings 3 23
22 – Caddick 2 22
23 – Modus Group 18 21
24 20 Dean & Dyball 6 18
25 17 Bowmer & Kirkland 6 18
26 41 Midas Group 11 16
27 – Andrew Scott 1 12
28 – SDC Construction 4 11
29 44 Marriott Construction 2 11
30 – Rydon 2 9

Total 295 2,384
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Number Total 
of projects value (£m)

1 EC Harris 77 5,273
2 Turner & Townsend 53 3,708
3 Davis Langdon 124 2,024
4 Franklin + Andrews 52 1,309
5 Gleeds 69 825 
6 Cyril Sweett 34 607
7 Burnley Wilson & Fish 19 496 
8 Gardiner & Theobald 52 451 
9 Tweeds 100 438 
10 Faithful & Gould 68 403
11 Bucknall Austin 17 294 
12 AYH 28 290
13 Intec Management 1 273
14 DBK Back Group 34 249
15 WT Partnership 43 222
16 Doig & Smith 13 217 
17 Thomas & Adamson 4 208
18 Laing O’Rourke 1 200 
19 Currie & Brown UK 37 180
20 AE Thornton-Firkin & Partners 17 179 

Total 843 17,844

Number of Total
projects value (£m)

1 1 Balfour Beatty 717 3,646
2 2 Laing O’Rourke 45 3,297
3 4 Kier 487 2,333
4 3 HBG Construction 105 2,266
5 5 Bovis Lend Lease 21 1,819
6 6 Morgan Sindall 453 1,778
7 7 Skanska 144 1,436
8 11 Sir Robert McAlpine 22 961
9 9 Rok 317 941
10 10 Carillion 188 931
11 8 Bowmer & Kirkland 105 838
12 13 Galliford Try 145 770
13 12 Wates 199 735
14 15 Interserve Projects 243 633
15 16 ISG 182 614
16 19 Taylor Woodrow 70 570
17 18 Miller 36 549
18 14 Edmund Nuttall 110 532
19 20 Willmott Dixon 67 473
20 17 Apollo Group 120 465
21 21 Leadbitter 83 435
22 23 Costain 45 388
23 22 Norwest Holst 53 384
24 25 Morrison 51 359
25 30 Fitzpatrick 62 309
26 27 Mulalley & Co 28 304
27 35 Sisk 31 291
28 33 Higgins Group 16 283
29 28 Renew 112 274
30 29 Lakehouse Contracts 62 272

Total 4,319 28,887

Top quantity surveyors
1 February 2007–31 January 2008

Yearly work won
1 February 2007–31 January 2008

This information is compiled for Building by 
Barbour ABI. Call 0151-353 3500, email
Info@ABIBuildingData.com or see 
www.barbour-abi.com
■ Barbour ABI’s figures include UK contracts
with a value of £100,000 or above, and all
work awarded by negotiation or competitive
tender, including residential and civils work,
unless stated otherwise.

Franklin + Andrews, Mott MacDonald’s
quantity surveying arm, has bought QS
Needlemans for an estimated £1m in shares,
writes Karolin Schaps.

Needlemans, which specialises in the
transport, utility and infrastructure sectors,
had net assets of £726,362 in the year to 31
March 2007. Its 35 staff will relocate to F+A’s
London office in the next three months.

Guy Leonard, F+A’s managing director, said
the acquisition was in line with the group’s
aim to expand into the aviation sector. “We
want to enhance our capability and
involvement in the aviation sector where
Needlemans is very strong.”

Barry Trebes, managing director of
Needlemans, said: “With Mott MacDonald’s
financial strength behind us, we will be 
able to offer a more comprehensive service.”

Andrew Williams, F+A’s managing director,
said Needlemans’ skills in the rail and
utilities sectors would complement the
company’s.

Needlemans was established 40 years ago
as a traditional QS. Its clients include BAA,
EDF Energy and Tubelines and it has worked
on the Channel Tunnel Rail Link and

Heathrow Terminal 5. On T5, Needlemans
provided services for the communications
and security systems for the rail station as
well as the terminal building.

Its aviation team has previously worked on
Dublin airport, Gaza airport and Changi
airport in Singapore.

The takeover is part of F+A’s broader
strategy to diversify its services. Leonard said
the strategy was a major factor in growing to
a £100m business by 2010.

He added: “We enjoy stability through our
diverse sectors, probably more than most
other companies.”

For the latest acquisitions news, go to
ww.building.co.uk/breakingnews

News analysis P30

F+A buys airports QS for £1m

Skanska profit hit by problem jobs
Skanska will change its risk
policy in the UK after three
problematic PFI projects hit
its bottom line in 2007.

Pre-tax profit in the year to
31 December 2007 was 7%,
down from £35.5m in 2006 to
£32.9m, despite the fact that
turnover rose 44% to £1.3bn.

David Fison, the chief
executive of Skanska UK, said
profit would have risen “in line
with sales” had it not been hit
by problems on the unnamed
projects.

He said: “Without a shadow
of a doubt we will learn the
lessons of it, and design
management and risk

management will form part 
of that – we are working on
that as we speak. We’ve got 
to turn problems into
experience.”

The picture was brighter
across the whole group, where
turnover rose from £9.3bn in
2006 to £10.3bn in 2007.
Pre-tax profit was up from
£270m to £326m.

Mike Pinkney, an analyst at
Citigroup, said: “The UK was
the one black spot. When
there are cost overruns on a
PFI project there is nowhere
to hide because you can’t
pass the cost on.”

Stuart Graham, Skanska’s

group chief executive, said he
was confident the costs of the
problems in the UK had been
fully accounted for. He added:
“We’ve got to put that right in
the future.”

Last week it was announced
that Johan Karlstrom, head 
of the group’s US
construction business, would
replace Graham as chief
executive. 

Graham will remain at
Skanska in the role of
chairman of the group’s
construction business units 
in the US and as an adviser 
to the chief executive and
Skanska board.

Leonard: Aiming for £100m turnover by 2010

We want to enhance our 
capability in the aviation 
sector, where Needlemans 
is very strong
GUY LEONARD, FRANKLIN + ANDREWS
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