
verbury recently
hosted the third
annual SCORe

(Sustainable Commercial Office
Refurbishment) seminar. These
sessions are rapidly becoming
recognised throughout the
industry as a tremendous
opportunity to raise awareness
of environmental and
sustainability issues. They are
also becoming a key forum at
which to share experiences,

opinions and advice in an area
that is more critical than ever
before to the future success of
the sector.

After the debates were over,
respondents had the
opportunity to feed back to
Overbury their own views on the
main agenda issues. 164 of
them took the opportunity to do
so, and the results make
fascinating reading.
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Sowhat do you think?
Nobody can ignore the green agenda any longer.
But what do people in the industry really think
about the environmental issues affecting their
business? This Overbury study provides some
absorbing answers

12
21

What is the ‘key’ environmental issue on a project?
(% of respondents who ranked each issue first)

How important is using an environmentally responsible
principal contractor to you and/or your clients? 
(% of total sample)

How likely are you or your clients to implement
environmental initiatives on your projects? (% of total sample)

At what stage in a project do you consider
environmental issues?
(% of total sample)

Recycling and waste management

Certifications/Accreditation of contractors
and suppliers (ie. to ISO14001)

Climate change and 
carbon dioxide emissions

Procurement and use of more 
sustainable products and services

BREEAM rating

Supply chain management

EPCs (Energy Performance Certification)

Other

When putting together a brief

At interview stage

Once started on site

It’s not something we consider 
when undertaking a fit out

Very important

Quite important

Not really important

Wouldn’t make any difference

Very likely

Quite likely

Unlikely

Procurement, sustainable products and services head
the environmental refurb agenda – BREEAM grows

Green considerations are embedded in projects from the outset

70% place top priority on principal contractor’s
green credentials

Overwhelming majority actively encouraging
environmental initiatives
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Has the government succeeded in successfully driving
forward green building policy? (% of total sample)

What fiscal or tax incentives would drive change
(% of total sample - respondents could nominate more than one option)

Do you think EPCs will sway occupiers’ opinion on
buildings? (% of total sample)

Should BREEAM be scrapped in favour of a singular
system that deals solely in emissions and environmental
impact? (% of total sample)

Who do you turn to for green advice? 
(% of total sample - respondents could only nominate one option)

Should we have one single department dealing with
green issues? ... rather than CLG (Communities and Local Government), Defra,

DBERR (Department for Business, Enterprise and Regulatory Reform), Treasury,

Environment Agency, BRE (Building Research Establishment) etc. (% of total sample)

Yes

No 

To some degree

Yes

No 

Doesn’t matter

If yes
who should it be?

76 respondents
entered a
suggestion:

Yes

No 

No answer

Yes

No 

No answer

Enhanced capital allowances

Grants

Stamp duty rebates

Business rate cuts

Tariffs

Architects

Professional consultants

Contractor

Government agency

Trade/professional body

The media

Other

Majority not yet convinced by government initiatives Respondents call for single unified government agency to deal with
green issues

Enhanced allowances and business rate cuts are
favourite agents of change

EPCs will make occupiers see buildings in new light

Questionable levels of support for BREEAM Professional green advice gets results
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