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Skanska bounced back to the top of the
monthly contract table after winning more
than £443m worth of work during October.
The bumper haul for the Swedish company
was made up of nine commercial jobs,
including a £242m contract to build the
landmark Heron Tower in the City of London.

Balfour Beatty slipped from the top spot in
September to number four with £176m of
work.

October also proved a good month for
another foreign-owned company, Bovis Lend
Lease. The Australian-owned group clinched
the number two spot thanks to a £260m
contract with Land Securities for a
commercial office and retail development 
in the shadow of St Paul’s cathedral.

Family-owned contractor Mulalley & Co
parachuted into the top 30 at number seven
owing to eight contracts worth £113m,
including a £70m deal with Newham Homes
in east London to refurbish the borough’s
housing.

Gleeson Building also forced its way into
the top 10, winning £90m of commercial
work, and Carillion won jobs worth £72m,
split evenly between the public and
commercial sector.

Skanska came out on top when civils were
taken into consideration, thanks to a £33.8m
contribution from its civils operation.

Over the course of the year, Balfour Beatty
retained pole position with £2.9bn of work
bagged from 734 contracts over 12 months.

Kier closed the gap slightly at number two,
generating £2.3bn worth of work over the
past 12 months from 488 contracts. Bovis
Lend Lease, with £2.1bn from 26 contracts,
came in at number three.

HBG Construction, with £2bn from 111
contracts, held onto its top five berth 
after successfully building on its strong third
quarter performance. Morgan Sindall, with
£1.6bn on the back of 472 contracts, was the
final member of the 12-month top five.

Medium-sized contractors continue to snap
at the heels of their larger rivals in the busy
market. Wates and Rok both held onto their
top 10 spots with £903m and £870m
respectively. Meanwhile, ISG jumped six
places to 14 with £582m worth of work.

Skanska flies the Heron to
number one spot in October
Business barometer Swedish contractor hits the top with £242m contract to build London tower

Number Total 
of projects value (£m)

1 Building Design Partnership 48 1,556
2 Broadway Malyan 18 1,066
3 Renzo Piano Building Workshop 1 750
4 John McAslan + Partners 7 736
5 Holder Mathias Architects 15 565
6 CZWG Architects 4 421
7 Hamilton Associates 24 405
8 Aedas 50 323
9 Tribal Group 30 317
10 Carey Jones Architects 11 293
11 Allies & Morrison 8 285
12 Arup 5 277
13 Chapman Taylor Partnership 4 263
14 Pascal & Watson Architects 1 250
15 HLM Architects 12 241
16 Leslie Jones Architects 7 233
17 Sheppard Robson 12 226
18 Wilkinson Eyre Architects 4 223
19 DLA Architecture 12 216
20 Scott Brownrigg 7 209

Total 280 8,854

Number Total 
of projects value (£m)

1 British Nuclear Fuels 1 6,500
2 Environment Agency 4 2,000
3 Ravenscraig Partnership 1 1,000
4 GMPTE 1 900
5 Waste Recycling Group 3 900
6 Sellar Property Group 3 776
7 Transport for London 4 476
8 Network Rail 18 422
9 British Land Corporation 5 415
10 Rotherham council 12 352
11 Dragons International 1 350
12 Portsmouth Housing Association 8 349
13 University Hospital Birmingham 3 341
14 Docklands Light Railway 12 328
15 FCH Housing and Care 4 320
16 Capital Shopping Centres 2 301
17 Blackpool council 2 301
18 Tees Valley Regeneration 1 300
19 National Grid Property 7 288
20 Stannifer 2 256

Total 94 16,873

Top contractors including civils
monthly work won, 1–31 October 2007

Number Total
of projects value (£m)

1 17 Skanska 25 477
2 16 Bovis Lend Lease 1 260
3 1 Balfour Beatty 64 201
4 2 HBG Construction 8 186
5 3 Morgan Sindall 54 158
6 4 Kier 44 149
7 – Mulalley & Co 8 113
8 – Carillion 17 92
9 26 Gleeson Building 3 90
10 12 ISG 14 84
11 10 Costain 6 71
12 – Wates 24 60
13 9 Rok 22 46
14 7 Bowmer & Kirkland 6 46
15 – Robert Woodhead 2 41
16 5 Leadbitter 5 41
17 – North Midland 10 35
18 – Warings 7 35
19 20 Watkin Jones 2 35
20 24 Osborne 9 33
21 11 Miller 3 32
22 21 Edmund Nuttall 10 31
23 – Rydon 2 29
24 – Laing O’Rourke 2 29
25 27 Interserve Projects 22 29
26 – Taylor Woodrow 2 28
27 13 Willmott Dixon 4 27
28 – Ardmore 1 25
29 18 Modus Group 26 24
30 46 Birse 4 24

Total 407 2,527

Top contractors excluding civils 
monthly work won, 1–31 October 2007

Top architects
1 November 2006–31 October 2007

Top clients/promoters
1 November 2006–31 October 2007

Number Total
of projects value (£m)

1 26 Skanska 9 443
2 14 Bovis Lend Lease 1 260
3 2 HBG Construction 8 186
4 1 Balfour Beatty 55 176
5 3 Morgan Sindall 53 150
6 4 Kier 42 147
7 – Mulalley & Co 8 113
8 20 Gleeson Building 3 90
9 11 ISG 14 84
10 16 Carillion 9 72
11 – Wates 24 60
12 9 Rok 22 46
13 7 Bowmer & Kirkland 6 46
14 – Robert Woodhead 2 41
15 5 Leadbitter 5 41
16 – Warings 7 35
17 17 Watkin Jones 2 35
18 10 Miller 3 32
19 23 Osborne 5 31
20 – Rydon 2 29
21 – Laing O’Rourke 1 28
22 12 Willmott Dixon 4 27
23 – Ardmore 1 25
24 15 Modus Group 26 24
25 21 Apollo Group 13 22
26 25 Interserve Projects 15 19
27 37 Sisk 2 18
28 – Stradform 3 16
29 – Borras Construction 12 16
30 46 Tolent 6 16

Total 363 2,326
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Number Total 
of projects value (£m)

1 Davis Langdon 125 2,425
2 EC Harris 79 1,015
3 Gleeds 73 881
4 Gardiner & Theobald 67 866
5 Faithful + Gould 82 732
6 Franklin and Andrews 59 704
7 Cyril Sweett 42 557
8 DBK Group 62 453
9 Tweeds (WYG) 64 388
10 WT Partnership 58 354
11 Turner & Townsend 43 351
12 Welling Partnership 7 345
13 Northcroft 54 236
14 Jackson Coles 40 220
15 Mace Limited 1 220
16 AYH 20 203
17 Thomas & Adamson 5 203
18 Newham Homes 2 171
19 Ryder Levett Bucknall 19 161
20 Edmond Shipway 27 150

Total 929 10,634

Number Total
of projects value(£m)

1 1 Balfour Beatty 734 2,944
2 2 Kier 488 2,315
3 4 Bovis Lend Lease 26 2,198
4 3 HBG Construction 111 2,057
5 6 Morgan Sindall 472 1,611
6 5 Laing O’Rourke 50 1,594
7 8 Skanska 149 1,390
8 7 Carillion 210 1,092
9 9 Wates 231 903
10 10 Rok 334 871
11 11 Bowmer & Kirkland 120 843
12 13 Edmund Nuttall 128 755
13 12 Galliford Try 150 700
14 20 ISG 162 582
15 16 Interserve Projects 267 580
16 14 Apollo Group 116 577
17 17 Taylor Woodrow 47 562
18 15 Sir Robert McAlpine 21 557
19 18 Miller 35 543
20 21 Leadbitter 88 471
21 22 Morrison 67 428
22 19 Norwest Holst 47 412
23 23 Inspace 48 395
24 25 Costain 48 394
25 24 Willmott Dixon 64 384
26 37 Mulalley & Co 29 302
27 31 Osborne 91 281
28 27 Midas Group 99 276
29 29 FM Conway 53 265
30 30 Fitzpatrick 53 256

Total 4,538 26,536

Top quantity surveyors
1 November 2006–31 October 2007

Yearly work won
1 November 2006–31 October 2007

This information is compiled for Building by 
Barbour ABI. Call 0151-353 3500, email
Info@ABIBuildingData.com or see 
www.barbour-abi.com
■ Barbour ABI’s figures include UK contracts
with a value of £100,000 or above, and all
work awarded by negotiation or competitive
tender, including residential and civils work,
unless stated otherwise.

MDA is to open an office in Libya next year as
part of an international expansion drive,
writes Sarah Richardson.

Steve Jones, the managing director of the
consultant, said that the country had emerged
as a viable destination for Western companies
after a thaw in political relations, and
presented “huge potential opportunities”.

The company has already been appointed 
on nine projects in Libya, including two
townships in the south of the country and 
a diving centre to train people working to
access offshore oil reserves.

The move comes after a turbulent period at
the consultant, whose former managing
director Charles Johnston left in August last
year after a boardroom disagreement. Jones,
his successor, said the Libyan office was part
of plans to expand the international presence
of the company. In the past 12 months it has
secured projects in Bulgaria, Russia, France
and Turkey.

Jones said: “We don’t have the management
resource at the moment to be running around
the world, but the plan is to expand overseas.”
He added that the company may open an
office in France.

Jones said that working in Libya, which was

effectively closed to UK firms until three
years ago, when then prime minister Tony
Blair and Libyan leader Muammar Gadaffi
ended two decades of frosty relations, had
not presented MDA with any problems.

He said: “We have not had any problems
politically. Libyan politicians are keen to be
taken seriously, and have been going out of
their way to help. There’s a great deal of
infrastructure to be built up.”

Jones also reiterated his position that MDA,
which last year was a takeover target for
McBains Cooper, was not for sale. He added
that the £10m-turnover company, which will
file its accounts in the new year, was likely to
increase its UK profit, to about £800,000
compared with £250,000 last time out.

More on MDA at www.building.co.uk/archive

MDA plans Libyan office

Libyan politicians are keen 
to be taken seriously, and 
have been going out of 
their way to help
STEVE JONES, MDA

Willmott Dixon poaches Balfour man
Willmott Dixon has poached
Martin Adie, a Balfour Beatty
project director, to head its
operations in the south
Midlands.

Adie’s appointment is part of
Willmott Dixon’s plan to
increase turnover by 50% to
£750m in the next five years. 

John Frankiewicz, the
contractor’s chief operating
officer, said: “Martin has an
impeccable background in
major contracting, with
experience of large,
technically challenging
projects. He’ll provide support
for Midlands managing
director Peter Owen as we

expand in the region.”
Adie will be operations

director responsible for
delivery teams working in
Northamptonshire,
Oxfordshire and
Warwickshire. He will work
alongside Owen and his
deputy Kevin Watson. 

Frankiewicz is in the 
process of overhauling the
Hertfordshire business, and
plans to open regional offices,
in Manchester and Dartford,
Kent, early next year. This will
give Willmott Dixon six offices
in the UK, each responsible
for turnover of about £125m. 

Frankiewicz will oversee

work at the Manchester
division along with Anthony
Dillon, who will be deputy
managing director of the
office. 

It is expected that Dillon will
assume full control of the
region once the business is
established. This will mean
significant expansion in the
north of England. 

The Dartford region, 
which will cover east 
London, the Thames 
Gateway and the eastern
counties, will be run by 
Rob Lamb, now deputy
managing director of the
Birmingham region. 

Jones: next results will show a trebling of profit
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