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BY TOM BILL

February saw Laing O’Rourke leapfrog
Balfour Beatty at the top of the rolling leader
board for the past 12 months. Its 45 contracts
netted it £3.34bn, including the huge £1.8bn
win for Heathrow’s East Terminal last
December.

Meanwhile, a £400m deal in Stoke-on-Trent
meant Kier leaped six places to the top of the
leader board for February. The deal was a 
10-year repair and maintenance contract for
the city’s 20,000 council homes, and to tackle
it the contractor launched Kier Stoke, a joint
venture between the contractor and the
council.

Among Kier’s 34 other wins last month was
a £50m office scheme in the centre of
Reading, which will become the headquarters
for internet directory company Yell, and a
£11.6m deal for two primary schools in South
Lanarkshire.

It was another strong month for Laing
O’Rourke, which jumped from 16th spot to
number two with five wins that included a
£75m hospital in Middlesbrough and a £60m
data centre for Barclays in Gloucester.

Apollo Group’s £28m deal for an early
learning campus in Haringey, north London,
helped propel it to number three.
Balfour Beatty’s 72 wins, including a 
£15.2m infrastructure deal for the Olympic
Delivery Authority, elevated it one place to
number four.

Fit-out specialist ISG clinched the 
number-five spot with 19 deals worth
£132.4m and Bowmer & Kirkland shot up
from 25th to 6th place with five wins that
included a £25m Sainsbury’s in Penrith in
Cumberland and a £23m contract for South
Leicestershire College.

Bovis Lend Lease, last month’s number one,
fell back to 25, with one contract win worth
£11.5m, but that was better than HBG, which
slipped out of the top 50 with no wins in 

In the construction and civils table,
Morrison climbs from nowhere to number
one with two deals worth £575m. They
include a £450m deal with Scotia Gas
Networks.
■ Owing to a technical error, last month’s top
quantity surveyor table showed figures for
2007 instead of 2008.

Laing O’Rourke beats Balfour
to top spot in annual league
Business barometer Laing hits front for first time as Kier dominates February league table

Number Total 
of projects value (£m)

1 Foster + Partners 4 1,984
2 Building Design Partnership 44 1,138
3 Broadway Malyan 21 1,073
4 Renzo Piano Building Workshop 1 750
5 Kohn Pedersen Fox 2 575
6 Aedas 52 530
7 Leslie Jones Architects 8 455
8 Sheppard Robson 12 437
9 Fairhursts Design Group 6 415
10 Tribal Group 37 377
11 John McAslan + Partners 7 376
12 Allies and Morrison 7 372
13 Hamilton Associates 20 337
14 WML Woods Bagot 6 329
15 Carey Jones Architects 13 323
16 RPS 25 277
17 DLA Architecture 12 266
18 Arup 4 252
19 3D Reid 3 252
20 Pascal & Watson Architects 1 250

Total 285 10,769

Number Total 
of projects value (£m)

1 Highways Agency 13 3,008
2 BAA Lynton 4 2,051
3 Environment Agency 5 2,002
4 Ravenscraig Partnership 1 1,000
5 GMPTE 1 900
6 Waste Recycling Group 3 900
7 Sellar Property Group 3 776
8 DIFA Fonds NR1 1 500
9 Network Rail 16 466
10 British Land Corporation 3 401
11 Olympic Delivery Authority 7 400
12 Hampshire council 29 369
13 English Partnerships 5 353
14 Dragons International/Coftons 1 350
15 Portsmouth Housing Association 8 349
16 University Hospital Birmingham 3 341
17 Cambridgeshire council 13 335
18 Docklands Light Railway 11 321
19 FCH Housing and Care 4 320
20 West Mercia Housing Group 8 314

Total 139 15,455

Top contractors including civils
monthly work won, 1–29 February 2008

Number of Total
projects value (£m)

1 – Morrison 2 575
2 8 Kier 38 533
3 5 Balfour Beatty 97 266
4 – Costain 5 196
5 7 Laing O’Rourke 5 161
6 15 Apollo Group 29 144
7 13 ISG 19 132
8 26 Bowmer & Kirkland 5 103
9 2 Morgan Sindall 38 85
10 29 Edmund Nuttall 9 83
11 14 Willmott Dixon 3 70
12 11 Rok 17 63
13 – FM Conway 18 59
14 10 Skanska 9 59
15 16 Galliford Try 6 47
16 40 Renew 9 47
17 – Thomas Vale 6 45
18 – McLaren Construction 5 40
19 19 Interserve Projects 20 36
20 6 Miller 2 29
21 3 Sir Robert McAlpine 1 27
22 – Hall Construction 5 23
23 30 Andrew Scott 1 21
24 33 Wates 2 20
25 9 Carillion 15 19
26 23 Dean & Dyball 6 18
27 20 Taylor Woodrow 2 17
28 17 Higgins Group 4 16
29 – Crispin & Borst 8 16
30 28 Birse 4 15

Total 389 2,964

Top contractors excluding civils 
monthly work won, 1–29 February 2008

Top architects
1 March 2007–29 February 2008

Top clients/promoters
1 March 2007–29 February 2008

Number of Total
projects value (£m)

1 7 Kier 35 532
2 16 Laing O’Rourke 5 161
3 14 Apollo Group 29 144
4 5 Balfour Beatty 72 135
5 11 ISG 19 132
6 25 Bowmer & Kirkland 5 103
7 2 Morgan Sindall 38 85
8 13 Willmott Dixon 3 70
9 9 Rok 17 63
10 15 Galliford Try 6 47
11 – Thomas Vale 6 45
12 41 Renew 5 42
13 19 Interserve Projects 15 33
14 – McLaren Construction 3 32
15 6 Miller 2 29
16 3 Sir Robert McAlpine 1 27
17 27 Andrew Scott 1 21
18 31 Wates 2 20
19 39 Taylor Woodrow 2 17
20 17 Higgins Group 4 16
21 – Crispin & Borst 8 16
22 8 Carillion 8 15
23 – Lakehouse Contracts 7 13
24 24 Dean & Dyball 3 12
25 1 Bovis Lend Lease 1 12
26 – R Durtnell 3 10
27 20 Fitzpatrick 2 10
28 – Shaylor Group 4 9.4
29 – Ardmore 1 8.5
30 – Beard 5 8.4

Total 312 1,868
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Number Total 
of projects value (£m)

1 EC Harris 71 5,539
2 Davis Langdon 140 3,015
3 Gardiner & Theobald 87 1,187
4 Faithful + Gould 86 772
5 Gleeds 62 728
6 Tweeds 63 530
7 Cyril Sweett 39 457
8 Stace 100 457
9 DBK Back 62 432
10 Welling Partnership 8 348
11 Gleeds 2 310
12 WT Partnership 45 302
13 Jackson Coles 47 246
14 Thomas and Adamson 4 243
15 Northcroft 44 233
16 Turner & Townsend 34 232
17 Mace 1 220
18 AYH 15 208
19 Edmond Shipway 24 197
20 Franklin and Andrews 38 194

Total 972 15,850

Number of Total
projects value(£m)

1 2 Laing O’Rourke 45 3,342
2 1 Balfour Beatty 767 3,265
3 3 Kier 478 2,578
4 4 HBG Construction 95 1,981
5 5 Bovis Lend Lease 21 1,823
6 6 Morgan Sindall 458 1,699
7 7 Skanska 143 1,430
8 9 Rok 311 968
9 8 Sir Robert McAlpine 21 958
10 24 Morrison 42 902
11 11 Bowmer & Kirkland 101 888
12 12 Galliford Try 136 741
13 10 Carillion 176 731
14 15 ISG 194 693
15 22 Costain 56 653
16 13 Wates 180 612
17 14 Interserve Projects 243 612
18 16 Taylor Woodrow 72 587
19 18 Edmund Nuttall 107 587
20 17 Miller 33 554
21 18 Willmott Dixon 64 516
22 20 Apollo Group 142 457
23 21 Leadbitter 77 406
24 23 Norwest Holst 46 364
25 31 FM Conway 71 324
26 26 Mulalley & Co 29 301
27 27 Sisk 31 291
28 30 Lakehouse Contracts 62 281
29 29 Renew 114 277
30 25 Fitzpatrick 61 268

Total 4,376 29,088

Top quantity surveyors
1 March 2007–29 February 2008

Yearly work won
1 March 2007–29 February 2008

This information is compiled for Building by 
Barbour ABI. Call 0151-353 3500, email
Info@ABIBuildingData.com or see 
www.barbour-abi.com
■ Barbour ABI’s figures include UK contracts
with a value of £100,000 or above, and all
work awarded by negotiation or competitive
tender, including residential and civils work,
unless stated otherwise.

Garvis Snook, chief executive of Rok, has said
the credit crunch has made it “a great time” to
buy new businesses, writes Tom Bill.

Rok has bought 17 companies in the past
eight years and Snook said it planned to
maintain its rate of seven a year as firms’
valuations continue to fall.

He said: “There are lots of good businesses
out there and the valuations have come down
as reality kicks in. We bought seven last year
and I wouldn’t be surprised if we buy as
many in 2008.”

Announcing strong results for the year to 
31 December 2007, Snook said the acquisition
market had got hotter ahead of the changes 
to capital gains tax (CGT) that are to come in
on 6 April.

The abolition of taper relief on CGT means
that partnerships and individuals will pay a
flat rate of 18% on a chargeable gain if they
sell up after that date, compared with a
previous maximum rate of 10%. Observers
believe the changes may prompt smaller
companies to sell up in the next three weeks.

Rok posted a 42% rise in pre-tax profit to
£31.7m for 2007. Turnover rose 38% to £950m,
a figure that Snook hopes to double to £2bn
by 2012. It also plans to quadruple staff

numbers to 20,000 over the same period.
Rok’s order book was up 17% to £610m.

The one black spot in the results was the
group’s development division, which suffered
from its exposure to the commercial property
market. Turnover there fell 17% to £75.4m and
operating profit was down 24% to £7.4m.

Snook plans to cut its contribution to profit
from 12% to 5% in the short term.

Despite his upbeat stance, Snook warned
that smaller contractors without a repair or
maintenance arm could go to the wall in
2008. “Lots of businesses will decide to do up
their offices rather than move to new
premises. I’d be nervous about getting
through next winter if I was a pure
commercial or industrial contractor,” he said.

For more on Rok search
www.building.co.uk/archive

Rok revels in credit crunch

There are lots of good 
businesses out there and 
the valuations have come 
down as reality kicks in
GARVIS SNOOK, ROK

Hadid gets £150,000 pay rise 
Zaha Hadid took home
£725,000 from her company
last year as it broke through
the £10m-turnover barrier.

Hadid is the sole shareholder
in Zaha Hadid Architects, and
her package comprised an
interim dividend payment of
£425,000 and a salary of
£300,000 in the year to 
30 April 2007. 

The dividend payment was
up from £240,000 in 2006
but her salary was down from
£330,849. 

The company’s other
director, Patrick Schumacher,
took home a £265,744 salary.

Although the firm’s turnover
jumped 41% from £9.6m to
£13.6m, pre-tax profit fell
17% to £1m as a result of its
higher administration
expenses. These doubled 
from £1.58m in 2006 to £3m
last year.

A spokesperson for Zaha
Hadid said the expenses were
the result of a “substantial
investment in IT and
infrastructure”. 

The figures show that 
Hadid was busier abroad than
in the UK. The £13.6m
turnover was split between
£11.4m from overseas work

and £2.2m in the UK. The
16% contribution from the
UK was an increase on last
year’s total of 12%.

Some have claimed Hadid’s
designs, including the
aquatics centre for the 2012
Olympic Games, are
problematic. Last month her
design for the £5m
Architecture Foundation
headquarters in London,
which was to have been her
first completed design in
England, was axed amid
reports that contractors were
not able to build it within the
budget set. 

Snook: firms need repair arm to be safe
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